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J. E. Cirlot : A Dictionary of Symbols (Dover Occult)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised A Dictionary of Symbols (Dover Occult): 

21 of 22 people found the following review helpful. Different, but not badBy Christopher M. VogtI purchased this 
book for a class on symbology. While it does give specific definitions of certain symbols, it really does not give you 
any great detail of the history of the symbol. This was unfortunate for me in this case as I needed to look up history on 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0486425231


different symbols.If all you are looking for is definitions, then by all means, this book will do fine by you. If, however, 
you need a more in-depth understanding of each symbol, then you will find yourself looking into other texts.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Academics will love this bookBy Dwight HaighI was expecting illustrated 
symbols but there aren't many illustrations. There is obviously exhaustive research and they are enjoyable to read but 
this is not the Cliff Notes of symbols which is what I hoped for. Buyer Beware. Academics will love this book. Artists 
looking for inspiration, not so much.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful resourceBy JimI 
have been using this for years and recently have lost track of my original hardback edition. I bought two, one for my 
stepson who made the comment recently that he wished he had a copy.This is so much more than one of those this is 
what the symbol means, this provides true semiotic description and analysis often with historical context. Excellent 
tool for writers and close readers or people just interested in signs and symbols.

Humans, it's said, are symbolizing animals. At every stage of civilization, people have relied on symbolic expression, 
and advances in science and technology have only increased our dependence on symbols. The language of symbols is 
considered a science, and this informative volume offers an indispensable tool in the study of symbology. It can be 
used as a reference or simply browsed for pleasure. Many of its entries those on architecture, mandala, numbers, 
serpent, water, and zodiac, for example can be read as independent essays. The vitality of symbology has never been 
greater: An essential part of the ancient arts of the Orient and of the Western medieval traditions, symbolism 
underwent a 20th-century revival with the study of the unconscious, both directly in the field of dreams, visions, and 
psychoanalysis, and indirectly in art and poetry. A wide audience awaits the assistance of this dictionary in elucidating 
the symbolic worlds encountered in both the arts and the history of ideas.
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