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Christine Feak, John M. Swales: Commentary for Academic Writing for Graduate Students, 3rd Ed.:
Essential Tasksand Skills (Michigan Seriesin English for Academic Professional Purposes) before purchasing it
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in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Commentary for Academic Writing for
Graduate Students, 3rd Ed.: Essential Tasks and Skills (Michigan Seriesin English for Academic Professional
Purposes):

22 of 22 people found the following review helpful. a brilliant one-of-a-kind approach to the genreBy James J.
Hessonl used the 2nd edition of this book to teach Academic Writing in a Continuing ed. ESL program to mostly Phd.
candidates at the University of Massachusetts, as well as to Phd. students and professors at the University of Sao
Paulo, Brazil. | found thisto be an outstanding book for graduate students needing to learn the organizational patterns
of IMRD research papers aswell as rhetorical strategies commonly employed in such papers. Since these conventions
are not typically taught in the ESL courses in the countries my students came from, they typically found the text quite
informative. Having revised the English of over 1,400 research papers written by non-native speakers of English, |
find this book to be highly relevant for anyone learning the basics of writing research papers. For example, the three
moves of the introduction: 1. Begin by defining the larger general territory or context from which the topic of your
study develops. 2. Point out agap or lack of knowledge that existsin the literature about the topic of your study. 3.
Indicate how your study fills this gap. Feaks and Swales elaborate on these 3 moves, and illustrate how to structure the
introduction according to these three moves. The authors provide alucid and simple set of points for students, which
are quite reassuring to junior authors writing their first paper.While there are countless guidebooks on writing research
papers, the authors address the unique needs of English Language Learners. It is afine book to use alone, in small
groups, or with large classes. One interesting feature of this book isthat it does not simply prescribe rules. Itisafar
more nuanced approach to the topic. The authors cite various studies of applied linguistics that report not on what they
think authors should be doing in their writing but instead on what actual authors do in various fields. This book relies
heavily on the research of the field of Applied Linguistics, specifically genre analysis. One of the main ideasis
develop students awareness of how researchersin their particular field write papers, considering their particular word
choice, phrases, and strategies. The ideais to empower students and help them present themselves as knowledgeable
and competent members of their particular research discourse community. Thisis abook that challenges students to
think about how they wish to present their research; it does not provide asimplistic lists of dos and don'ts; it
encourages thoughtful self-reflection. This feature setsit apart from common writing guidebooks.The the detailed
review of issues related to writing the title, abstract, introduction, material and methods, results, and discussion, the
lesson on hedging, citation patterns, the formulaic language used in various parts of a paper, the mixing of complex
grammar with certain rhetorical strategies of research papers, all make this book a brilliant one-of-a-kind approach to
the genre. The third edition, which covers more examples from natural and physical sciences, seems to have only
greatly improved this superb book. Personally, after teaching ELL for 8 yearsin public schools, | was inspired by this
book to delve deeper into English for Academic Purposes in higher education and research. | would highly recommend
this book for any ELL graduate student aiming to improve their ability to write research papers.27 of 28 people found
the following review helpful. Excellent text, especially for Ph.D studentsBy KBI've been using the 2nd edition of this
Academic Writing for Graduate Studentsin awriting class for international graduate students for several years. | liked
it alot, but this edition is even better. It's considerably longer than the last edition, contains example texts and
exercises from a greater variety of fields, and works well both for in-class activities and individual study. One
improvement over the last edition is the emphasis on "old to new" informational flow to improve clarity and
coherence. Also, the skeletal sentences throughout the text (typical sentence structures found in academic writing that
students can adapt for use in their own writing) are especially useful for students whose first language is not English.|
should add, though, that this edition is probably more appropriate for Ph.D. students and visiting scholars than it is for
master's students. | used it in a class composed almost entirely of doctoral students and international faculty members,
and they reported that they learned alot from the text. One of my colleagues, however, used it in a class composed
mainly of master's students, and he found it less effective. In fact, he preferred the previous edition and thought that
the 3rd edition was inappropriate for most of the studentsin hisclass. | prefer the 3rd edition and would recommend it
to any doctoral students who want to master the genre of academic writing. | should also add that the commentary that
can be purchased separately from the main text has also been significantly improved over the previous edition. The
2nd edition commentary was not worth buying, but the 3rd edition is much more useful, especially for students who
are buying Academic Writing for Graduate students for individual study. Finally, at less than $30, thistext is very
good value for money.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy RexGood information.

The Commentary for the third edition of this successful guide to writing has been revised and expanded in many ways
to provide more support for instructors; this includes additional tasks for Units Two and Four to supplement the main
text. However, the collegial tone established in previous Commentaries between Swales Feak and instructors has been
retained.This volume contains commentaries on each of the eight units plus the two appendixes. The format for each
unit includes a summary of the main points of the unit along with alist of topics covered. a synopsis of activities,
divided into Language Focus sections and description of tasks. some general notes designed to capture the character of



the unit, to indicate alternative activities, or to anticipate problems that may arise. detailed commentary and discussion
of individual tasks, including model or sample answers where possible.



