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John Dawes : Complete Encyclopedia of the Freshwater Aquarium  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Complete Encyclopedia of the Freshwater Aquarium: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A great buy.By stereo buffThis is a large format book with great 
information and fine photography.I read it cover to cover and enjoyed every bit of it.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Five StarsBy nocarb4mejust what she wanted11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. 
Neither complete nor encyclopedic, but still a nice work...By NavigatorI was really hesitant to give this book only 
three stars, because it actually is very well-written and quite nicely illustrated. My main objection to the book is its 
scope, reflected in its slightly misleading title. In a well-intentioned effort to write a comprehensive one-volume 
reference, the author glosses over too many principles which a beginner should learn in detail, and skims over (or 
omits) some essential information on advanced topics.As a broad overview of home aquarium science, the book is 
great; as a reference for either the beginning or the advanced aquarist, it will likely prove to be of limited practical use. 
Someone who is just starting out would do far better to purchase one or two of the many good beginner's books 
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offered on this site. (If you're reading this, it means that you're checking the readers' reviews, which is probably the 
best way to find the most suitable books for your needs.)

This 288 page, illustration-packed encyclopedia covers a wide range of the fish species information and technical hints 
needed to easily and successfully maintain a freshwater aquarium at home. Several books in one, it features hundreds 
of species and offers advice on the latest equipment, foods, remedies, water treatments, test kits, and aquarium 
management techniques. The Complete Encyclopedia of the Freshwater Aquarium includes an A-Z listing of aquarium 
fish species, plus: fish biology fish in nature fish conservation commercial breeding aquarium selection, set-up, 
maintenance, and troubleshooting fish nutrition and feeding fish breeding in the aquarium fish health and diseases 
aquarium plant species planting and maintenance of aquarium plants species of aquarium animals, such as frogs, 
snails, crayfish, and more The book includes the latest information on koi and other coldwater species, one of today's 
fastest-growing aquarium sectors. Rounded out with a glossary and further reading, The Complete Encyclopedia of the 
Freshwater Aquarium is a beautiful, colorful and comprehensive guide suitable for both beginning as well as seasoned 
aquarium hobbyists. 

From BooklistIt's said that keeping an aquarium is a good way to de-stress. This well-illustrated volume offers the 
latest information on setup and maintenance, as well as an A-Z survey of the growing number of aquarium fish 
species. RBBCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved Everything anyone wants to know about 
fish, aquarium fish, aquarium plants and aquarium setup and maintenance are what John Dawes presents in this 
excellent encyclopedia ... The fish photography ... is far superior to any found currently in average general 
encyclopedias. (Lynn C. Westney E-Streams 2002-08-01)There are rare moments in reference publishing when the 
quality of illustrations and the quality of textual information converge in such a manner that it is hard to imagine one 
without the other. This is such a work, replete as it is with more than 500 full-color photographs and illustrations that 
provide, at a glance, a better understanding of what is being presented in the text ... This work is highly recommended 
for scope, detail, and illustrations. (Edmund F. Santa Vicca American Reference Book Annual 2002-01-01)Profusely 
illustrated, fact-filled reference book. [Dawes] offers 81 pages of general information and thousands of detailed 
summaries -- by species -- on food, temperature, care and breeding, with excellent photographs. (Globe and Mail 2001-
12-15)About the Author John Dawes is an internationally renowned expert on fish, aquaria, and outdoor fishkeeping, 
and is currently Secretary-General for Ornamental Fish International. More than 3000 of his articles have been 
published in consumer, trade and scientific publications worldwide, including Pet Product News, Freshwater and 
Marine Aquarium and Aquarium Fish magazine. He wrote or contributed to, among others, John Dawes Book of 
Water Gardens, The Water Gardening Handbook, Popular Freshwater Tropical Fish, Tropical Aquarium Fish, The 
Tropical Freshwater Aquarium and The Book of the Marine Aquarium. 


