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Nick Dakin : Complete Encyclopedia of the Saltwater Aquarium before purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and al praised Complete Encyclopedia of the Saltwater Aquarium:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. No wonder why its rare! By Steven Jonesl bought this thinking it's
something different than what Mr. Dakin wrote 10 years earlier and for the most part it'snot! If you've read the other
one with a blue cover that came out in 93' don't buy this one! This one is about 90% the same book. Why this book
was printed, | have no ideal! It has alittle more detail regarding filtration but most of it has been reprinted from the
earlier book! On the plus side this baby is very rare(less than10000)copies! Also, | heard because Fenner's
Conscientious Marine book was a blockbuster(3 printings) and no better than this one Dakin and his supporters wanted


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1552978176

more exposure! Thisthing should still bein print! In PAPERBACK, it's huge(10 x 12) 2plus pounds! 0 of 0 people
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy RyanVery nice book! | was happy | could buy it used asit would
have been very expensive otherwise.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Great seller! By Heather
Weekley! usually don't pay this much for a book. But this one? Worth every dime. Great seller!

An encyclopedic reference for setting up, stocking, and maintaining a saltwater aguarium. Nothing rivals the color and
appeal of a saltwater aquarium. The Complete Encyclopedia of the Saltwater Aquarium simplifies the complexities of
setting-up and maintaining a successful saltwater aquarium. The book illustrates and explains: Specific characteristics
of invertebrates and marine fish Important differences between tropical and freshwater fish Choosing atank:
advantages and disadvantages of glass and acrylic, different shapes, and critical construction details Accessories such
as aquarium heaters, lights, and filters Water testing and maintaining the correct chemical balance More than half of
the book is adirectory that covers species from 34 fish families. Details include their characteristics, natural
environment, diet and feeding, size range, and aquarium behavior. Coldwater aquariums are covered in a separate
section that shows how to establish an artificial habitat for fish requiring temperate saltwater. This full-color reference
will appeal to saltwater tropical fish enthusiasts at any level.

A wonderful project sourcebook for those creating a small marine world in the home. (2007 Gift Guide The Globe and
Mail 2007-12-15)This extraordinary book will give anyone with the proper equipment the opportunity to enjoy his or
her own beautiful marine ecosystem in an aquarium. (Mark Wilson American Reference Books Annual, Volume
35)Easy-to-follow advice in alayout that makes specific topics easy to find. (Pet Age)With more than 500 stunning
color photographs, plusillustrations and diagrams [this book] simplifies the complexities of establishing and
maintaining a marine aquarium... great reading even if you have never considered keeping saltwater fish. (Pet Business
Magazine) An abundance of colored photos and detailed diagrams gives charismato this reference work... will be well
received by marine hobbyists. (Elizabeth Lorbeer E-Streams)Exhaustive guide... about creating virtual underwater
habitats. (Globe and Mail 2003-11-22)About the Author Nick Dakin is prolific writer and consultant on aquariums and
saltwater fish. He has over 30 years experience keeping and breeding fish and invertebrates of al kinds. Julian Sprung
isamarine biologist, scuba diver and consultant. He is a contributing editor of Freshwater and Marine Aquarium
magazine. Excerpt. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved. Foreword by Julian Sprung Julian is a marine
biologist, diver and consultant, with many years of experience of keeping marine fish and invertebrates. He regularly
lectures on aguatic subjects and is consulting editor of the magazine Freshwater and Marine Aquarium. A marine
aquarium isaliving work of art, an attraction for the eves and the imagination. Seeing the fabulously colored marine
creatures within an aquarium, we are astonished that these little gems are actually alive. The brilliance of their colors
ismatched equally by improbable shape. texture and pattern, while the way these creatures move is fascinating. The
delicate undulations of the Mandarinfish's pectoral fins, the fireworks display of pulsing Xenia, a soft coral, or the
effect of the motion of water over the flowing fins of say, a Pinatus Batfish, or afield of coral polyps, is hypnotic. The
marine aguarium affords a window to the sea far away from its pounding shores, and awindow to the unknown. It is
precisely this element of mystery that holds the most enduring attraction for hobbyists, who learn about animal
behavior, biology, chemistry, and ecology from exposure to an aguarium. When it is a marine aquarium, thereisa
particular satisfaction in the knowledge that you are taming alittle piece of the sea. Sometimes the aguarium will not
be tamed, however, and every hobbyist suffers moments of frustration because aguarium keeping is not, and never will
be, an exact science. Living systems do not respond like machinery. Only experience and patience will allow you to
achieve reproducible success. Our hobby has undergone periods of enthusiasm and periods of waning interest. Every
time anew product or filter isintroduced, one hears claims that the solution has been found to the successful,

mai ntenance-free marine aguarium, and this attracts new hobbyists and re-attracts the old salts who gave up. Patience,
knowledge, and experience will always succeed where the exaggerated claims fall short. Still, thereis a purpose to
such claims. They dispel a myth and widely accepted view that has long been an obstacle to the growth of the hobby:
the perception that marine aquariums are impossible to keep. | can't recall how many times after | mentioned that | was
amarine aquarist, a new acquaintance would blankly utter, "Oh, I've heard that marine aguariums are impossible ..."
My reply is that a marine aquarium is as difficult or easy as you make it. With that in mind, you can use this book as a
guide to help you decide just what kind of marine environment to create, and how to do it. Y ou, can start with asmall,
simple system, a painless dip of atoe to test the water, but, eventually, you might just dive right in. Don't drown! Y ou
have many options, but you must be patient and avoid taking on too much responsibility too quickly. The 'fish only'
tank, or one that primarily emphasi zes fish, has long been the mainstay of the marine aguarium hobby. Showy
angelfishes, butterflyfishes tangs and wrasses cruising among the skeletons of dead or fake cora is the stuff of most
public displays. Thistype of display aso typifies the first marine aguarium for most hobbyists. Whole displays may
also be made with the fascinating partnership of anemones and clownfishes. And few lobbyists escape the attraction of
the seahorse, Those fond of danger choose lionfishes and moray eels. A more recent trend in marine aguarium keeping
is the fascinating creation of whole ecosystems. This aspect of the marine hobby focuses primarily on the duplication



of tropical coral reefs and lagoon settings, but also includes temperate or 'coldwater' reef environments. Both are
covered in this book. 'Reef tanks' are especially fascinating because the decor is dynamic -- ever changing as it grows.
Each time you view the aguarium there may be a new discovery, anew pet, or growth. While older systems achieve
success through a sort of clinical maintenance, the modern trend toward duplicating a natural environment achieves
stability through the cultivation of rich populations of animals, plants, and micro-organisms, so that little external
filtration may be required at all. Now, as there are more technical gadgets and sophisticated forms of filtration
available to hobbyists than ever before in the history of aquarium keeping, an appreciation of the simplest forms of
creating a successful aquarium is returning. While the idea of using live rock to create a naturally balanced aguarium is
not new, only now isit popular and widely accepted. One of the most fascinating things about the hobby of marine
aquarium keeping is that, as we learn more about the environments we create and the creatures we keep, the
techniques and technology continue to evolve. The future of our hobby is bright. Advancesin the care, propagation
and aquaculture of marine species have brought an exciting new aspect of marine aquarium keeping within our reach.
The trend towards environmental awareness and concern about depleting the natural resources makes captive
propagation of marine life a positive aternative. Much progress is being made in this endeavor through the work of
expert aquarists and active aguarium societies. These organizations of aguarists now have a multiple duty:
conservation, regulation, education and captive propagation are presently on club agendas. If we are to continue to
enjoy and learn from our hobby, we must actively ensure that the methods of capture and care of the creatures we keep
are responsible, for while our impact on the marine environment is minuscule compared with the destruction from
industrial development and pollution, to proceed recklessly in our endeavor is counter-productive. Most people who
enjoy the rewards of marine aguarium keeping are also sensitive to environmental issues. As marine aquarists, we
know the value of increasing public awareness of the marine environment by exposing people to the beauty and
wonder of a healthy marine aquarium.



