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Alan Dundes, Alessandro Falassi : La Terra in Piazza: An Interpretation of the Palio of Siena  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised La Terra in Piazza: An Interpretation of 
the Palio of Siena: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. If you love all things Italian and want an in depth understanding 
...By R. M. MartinIf you love all things Italian and want an in depth understanding of the palio, than this book will do 
the job.14 of 15 people found the following review helpful. Highly readable cultural anthropologyBy A CustomerLa 
Terra is the most enjoyable cultural anthropology that I have ever encountered. Although Siena is widely acclaimed by 
tourists, few people understand that it has been a successful city for more than 800 years, with virtually no crime or 
poverty, a fine university, extraordinary civic design, and public health and education systems that operate at high 
levels. Few cities in the world with a population comparable to Siena (about 70,000), can lay claim to such 
accomplishments. La Terra in Piazza shows how much of this civic success can be traced to the ritual of the Palio, 
which engages the year-around attention of the entire citizenry. Although the University of California Press edition is 
now out of print, the book rights were acquired by the Italians, who have now published versions in German and 
Italian, along with the original English. This book is available in any Sienese bookstore, and would be providing a 
good service if it could acquire copies for U.S. distribution.15 of 16 people found the following review helpful. 
PalioBy A CustomerJust got back from the July 2nd, 2000 Palio. It was a fabulous event. Transports you back in 
time.This is a great book. Gets into a lot of details about the Palio event. Unfortunately, it is difficult to find in the 
states. Can be found in bookstores in Siena.Also, suggested publications... "Introducing the Palio" (ISBN 88-7666-457-

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0520047710


2) and "A Guide to the Palio" (ISBN 88-86417-13-6). These two books are very succinct and have great color plates 
although they may also be difficult to find in the states. They appear to be local publications.

An interpretation of the Palio of Siena. This study is "nothing less than an expression of the soul of the city, endlessly 
rich in symbolism, metaphor, and life..."


