
[Library ebook] Language in the Real World: An Introduction to Linguistics

Language in the Real World: An Introduction to Linguistics

From Brand: Routledge 
audiobook | *ebooks | Download PDF | ePub | DOC

#870980 in Books Routledge 2010-03-27 2010-05-05Original language:EnglishPDF # 1 10.00 x .89 x 7.00l, 
1.50 #File Name: 0415774683392 pages | File size: 69.Mb

From Brand: Routledge : Language in the Real World: An Introduction to Linguistics  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Language in the Real World: An Introduction 
to Linguistics: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great bookBy SpeeShe's managed to take ideas that are not 
necessarily easily understood for non-linguists and makes sense of them. The text isn't too dense but is still packed full 
with information.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy L. CrawfordThis is a useful book for 
anyone in a basic linguistics class.10 of 11 people found the following review helpful. An effective introduction for 
undergraduates in various disciplinesBy tsaroBehrens and Parker take an interesting approach to language studies with 
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original essays by more than two dozen professionals representing a variety of physical and social sciences. By 
describing how language studies relate to areas ranging from psychology and computer science to philosophy and 
literature, the editors deliver a broad overview of the field of linguistics in the context of its myriad "real world" 
applications. Their approach makes this book suitable not only for undergraduate linguistics majors, but also for 
students in other disciplines looking for a deeper understanding of how language is structured and used.I found the 
essays generally engaging and clearly written. Their value was enhanced by the book's intelligent and flexible 
organization, and the inclusion of exercises to test readers' comprehension and spark further discussion.The editors 
organize the essays into the following broad categories:1. Language, Education and Cultural Change2. Literature, 
Translation and Computers3. Language, Power and Identity4. Forms of Language and Communications5. Language 
and Communications ScienceFor more traditional linguistics curricula, they also provide an alternate table of 
contents:1. Discourse Analysis2. Lexicon/Semantics3. Morphology4. Neurolinguistics/Psycholinguistics5. 
Pragmatics6. Phonetics/Phonology7. Sociolinguistics8. Syntax

Language in the Real World challenges traditional approaches to linguistics to provide an innovative introduction to 
the subject. By first examining the real world applications of core areas of linguistics and then addressing the theory 
behind these applications, this text offers an inductive, illustrative, and interactive overview for students. Key areas 
covered include animal communication, phonology, language variation, gender and power, lexicography, translation, 
forensic linguistics, language acquisition, ASL, and language disorders. Each chapter, written by an expert in the field, 
is introduced by boxed notes listing the key points covered and features an authors note to readers that situates the 
chapter in its real world context. Activities and pointers for further study and reading are also integrated into the 
chapters and an end of text glossary is provided to aid study. Professors and students will benefit from the interactive 
Companion Website that includes a student section featuring comments and hints on the chapter exercises within the 
book, a series of flash cards to test knowledge and further reading and links to key resources. Material for professors 
includes essay and multiple choice questions based on each chapter and additional general discussion topics. Language 
in the Real World shows that linguistics can be appreciated, studied, and enjoyed by actively engaging real world 
applications of linguistic knowledge and principles and will be essential reading for students with an interest in 
language. Visit the Companion Website at www.routledge.com/textbooks/languagerealworld 

"Language in the Real World offers students in various courses a novel and accessible introduction to linguistics as a 
multidiscipline. Written by practitioners of the applications it represents, Language in the Real World engages it 
audience by demonstrating how the study of language illuminates questions of social, clinical, and intellectual 
moment." -Mark Letourneau, Weber State University, USA "This collection of timely chapters with interactive 
exercises will inspire students to think broadly about the application of linguistics in a variety of fields. It can help 
students decide on careers and better appreciate the richness of language in the world around them." - William F. 
Katz,University of Texas at Dallas, USA "More than other introductory texts, the book will help students see which 
careers linguistic knowledge can make possible and furthermore, for introductory students, how their linguistic 
knowledge can help them in their other academic and social pursuits."-- LANGUAGE (Journal of the Linguistic 
Society of America) "(T)his volume has managed to show how language intersects with the world and with disciplines 
as varied as anthropology, forensics, law, psychology, social justice and women's studies. The authors' notes to the 
reader personalise the beginning of each chapter as they share their relationship with language and/or linguisticsWhile 
the collection does indeed live up to its claim of being a different kind of book, it has not lost any of the useful features 
of a more traditional undergraduate linguistics textbook. For example, each chapter begins with a list of key points to 
be covered, and contains interesting and interactive exercises and resources, as well as references to and examples 
from languages other than English. In addition, the book is well laid out, easy to follow and for the most part (with the 
exception of two chapters), written clearly and accessibly. There is also a comprehensive glossary which includes 
chapter references to where the term is discussed in depth. The companion website with student and teacher resources 
is an innovative addition, with chapter comments, flash cards and multiple choice questions for revision, weblinksand 
videosAs a practising linguist, this volume refreshed and broadened my own knowledge of linguistics, and provided 
me with ideas for teaching. Readers from other disciplines will also enjoy this volume, and potential or beginning 
students of linguistics will find much of interest here, in particular how language and linguistics affects their lives in 
many more ways than they would have imagined."- Kerry Mullan, Australian of Applied LinguisticsAbout the 
AuthorSusan J. Behrens is Professor of Communication Sciences and Disorders at Marymount Manhattan College, 
New York City, USA. Judith A. Parker is Professor of English and Linguistics at the University of Mary Washington, 
Fredericksburg, Virginia, USA. 


