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Edward Finegan : Language: Its Structure and Use  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Language: Its Structure and Use: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Good for the BeginningBy ArenoptaraEasy to understand, great for 
the beginning, and recommended for anyone planning to go into a linguistics field, or anyone just plain interested in 
Language.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy Kim Ruiok7 of 8 people found the 
following review helpful. Overpriced Reference Book That Will Contradict Your ProfessorsBy Wade SamfordThis 
book was required for my introduction to linguistics class. I read it, only to have to relearn the information the way my 
professors know/practice it. Time and time again the techniques or theories in this book have been different from those 
in practice in my department (drawing trees for example). The vocabulary and terms are useful (hence two stars not 
one), but a linguistics dictionary is more comprehensive, much cheaper, and can be digested easier. If you absolutely 
must buy the book, buy the international version or a previous edition, or rent it. As a student, you'll quickly out grow 
this book and will get more useful books as your education continues.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0495900419


Whatever you do and wherever you go, you use language to interact. This text explains what human language is and 
how it works, giving you a look into the multiple fascinating and surprising facets of this uniquely human trait. It 
offers many opportunities to ask your own questions and explore the language in use all around you.

"Though some other texts have tried to catch up, none has wooed me away through 20 years and five editions. Finegan 
has kept his finger on the pulse of linguistic research and presented it in an accessible and lively form for students. The 
chapter apparatus stimulates critical thinking skills, posing real-world linguistic questions to orient the student to the 
material in the upcoming chapter.""Clear explanations, excellent charts, excellent exercises-- All sections are 
theoretically sophisticated yet approachable for beginning undergraduates."About the AuthorEdward Finegan (MA 
and PhD, Ohio University) specializes in sociolinguistics, discourse analysis, forensic linguistics, and the history and 
structure of the English language. He served as chair of the Department of Linguistics at USC and currently serves as 
director of USC's Center for Excellence in Teaching. President of the International Association of Forensic Linguists, 
Finegan is editor of DICTIONARIES: THE JOURNAL OF THE DICTIONARY SOCIETY OF NORTH AMERICA 
and has been Liberal Arts Fellow in Law and Linguistics, Harvard University; Visiting Professor at University of 
Zurich; and Visiting Scholar at University of Helsinki. He also served as Director of American Language 
Institute/National Iranian Radio and Television [1975-1976 in peaceful times]. He is the recipient of many teaching 
awards and honors. 


