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Socialization, Self and Syncretism in a Papua New Guinean Village (Studies in the Social and Cultural Foundations of 
Language): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Tribal times...By drDThis book is really fascinating, although a bit 
outdated. Personally I'd like Kulick to update this thing (if he did I'd give it a 5).This book goes into detail about a 
particular tribe in New Guinea, from their rituals, religious life, to their interactions (while limited) with outsiders. 
Mainly it talks about how their society is changing because of their desire to modernize, which, because of their 
limited interaction with the outside world had (at the time) caused them to have very interesting religious beliefs.Its a 
classic, and probably one of the best anthropological books I've read thus far.

Don Kulick's book is an anthropological study of language and cultural change among a small group of people living 
in the Sepik region of Papua New Guinea. He examines why the villagers of Gapun are abandoning their vernacular in 
favor of Tok Pisin, the most widely spoken language in Papua New Guinea, despite their attachment to their own 
language as a source of identity and as a tie to their lands. He draws on an examination of village language 
socialization process and on Marshall Sahlins's ideas about structure and event.

"An excellent guide to the cultural logic and sociopolitical contradictions of language loss." Language"Kulick displays 
formidable talents as both ethnographer and linguistic investigator." Anthropological Linguistics 


