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Bernhard Bischoff : Latin Palaeography: Antiquity and the Middle Ages  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Latin Palaeography: Antiquity and the Middle Ages: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A Former Textbook?By MorrighanExcellent! This text of Latin 
Paleography covers all areas that any student or Instructor would require. It is so all inclusive that it could be the 
foundation of a class in Paleography on it's own! The text reminds us of the changes in Latin from Classical Latin to 
Medieval.It reminds us, too, what an important part Latin played in many examples of literature from many authors, 
many places, and, obviously throughout time.This is a text for students in many disciplines.2 of 2 people found the 
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following review helpful. Good IntroductionBy Barbara L.For those who want to learn more about paleography and 
have no reference about studies or authors, this is book was made for you. One of the first complete study about latin 
paleography since Antiquity until around 1500. With information about production, types of writing and a short 
cultural history of the book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy fabio gregoriniA very good 
compendium of the matter! A must have!

First published in 1979, this work, by the greatest living authority on medieval palaeography, offers the most 
comprehensive and up-to-date account in any language of the history of Latin script. It contains a detailed account of 
the role of the book in cultural history from antiquity to the Renaissance and outlines the history of book illumination. 
By setting the development of Latin script in its cultural context, it provides an unrivalled introduction to the nature of 
medieval Latin culture.

"...this translation should soon become the standard textbook for the teaching of Latin palaeography in English-
language and North American graduate schools. Both the author and the translators deserve our thanks for bringing 
this project to its worthwhile conclusion. We now have at our disposal in English not only a modern scholarly 
synthesis on the history of Latin writing up to about the year 1500, with the insights and intuitive judgments of an 
accomplished master in the field, but also an authoritative and well-documented treatise on how manuscripts should be 
understood as the products of their contemporary cultural environment." Phoenix"...the combination of new ideas, the 
comprehensive treatment, the rich notes and bibliography, all complemented by the extraordinary judgement which is 
the hallmark of Professor Bischoff's writing, make this handbook unequalled and unapproached in our present 
literature and a superb guide to further study." Speculum"Its publication is an auspicious occasion for English speakers 
who study western medieval manuscripts. The translators, paleographers in their own right, have understood and 
translated the text accurately and with skill. The volume includes twenty-three well-produced plates, superbly chosen 
by Bischoff to illustrate types of script and furnished by him with partial transcriptions and bibliography..." 
Speculum"This book, by the most distinguished living paleographer, should be on the shelves of all those interested in 
pre-1500 writing. A manual intended for students, it is the most concise and reliable introduction to its subject, as well 
as a guide to further reading, with extensive bibliographical citations in the footnotes." Calligraphy Language 
NotesText: English (translation) Original Language: GermanFrom the Back CoverThis work, by the greatest living 
authority on medieval palaeography, offers the most comprehensive and up-to-date account in any language of the 
history of Latin script. It also contains a detailed account of the role of the book in cultural history from antiquity to 
the Renaissance, which outlines the history of book illumination. Designed as a textbook, it contains a full and updated 
bibliography. 


