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From Brand: Sunbelt Publications : Lavanderia: A Mixed Load of Women, Wash and Word  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Lavanderia: A Mixed Load of Women, 
Wash and Word: 

Lavanderia is an experience in written word and photography. It highlights the universal ritual and common 
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interaction of people, places, and things found between loads of laundry. Lavanderia gives the audience a unique look 
into an otherwise ordinary chore by giving it voice and visual. It celebrates the task often deemed women s work and 
honors the history of washer women. It touches on everything from labor strikes and scrub boards to present day love 
affairs rinsed away in the automatic double loader.Lavanderia is a reminder that incredible strength and spirit can 
reside in the most routine spaces.

These writers initiate us into one of the most sacred domestic rituals of our mundane world the purging of physical and 
psychic stains through the vehicle of Mai Wata s holy water and a lot of elbow grease i.e. the art and work of doing 
laundry --Pat Payne-Taos World Heavyweight Poetry ChampionThis is a symphony of celebrations for the quotidian 
task of renewal which we call laundry. If we did not all do laundry, there would be nothing left to say about it after this 
wonderful and thorough volume, but we all have something to share--a memory at the line, a stain that follows us, a 
sentimental shirt. --Alexander Lee-Founder Exec Director-Project Laundry ListVoices of Women rise above the 
sounds of washing machines, non-televised daytime dramas and laughter falling on a familiar landscape. Removing 
the clothespins from their mouths, these women revaeal their secrets, fears,loves,and regrets in poem and story form. 
finely detailed as the vintage sleeve of a rummage sale find, the work in Lavanderia brings the circle closer to home as 
you find yourself nodding and remembering and thanking every woman who ever sat next to you at a laundrymat and 
made conversation. --Marisela Norte --author, Peeping Tom Tom GirlThis is a symphony of celebrations for the 
quotidian task of renewal which we call laundry. If we did not all do laundry, there would be nothing left to say about 
it after this wonderful and thorough volume, but we all have something to share--a memory at the line, a stain that 
follows us, a sentimental shirt. --Alexander Lee-Founder Exec Director-Project Laundry ListVoices of Women rise 
above the sounds of washing machines, non-televised daytime dramas and laughter falling on a familiar landscape. 
Removing the clothespins from their mouths, these women revaeal their secrets, fears,loves,and regrets in poem and 
story form. finely detailed as the vintage sleeve of a rummage sale find, the work in Lavanderia brings the circle closer 
to home as you find yourself nodding and remembering and thanking every woman who ever sat next to you at a 
laundrymat and made conversation. --Marisela Norte--author, Peeping Tom Tom Girl 


