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Robert Wuthnow : Learningto Care: Elementary Kindnessin an Age of Indifference before purchasing itin
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Learning to Care: Elementary Kindnessin an

Age of Indifference:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. KindnessBy A CustomerThis book really hit to the heart on what


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195098811

knidness means in today;s society. The author makes a point to remind us that we must reteach ourselves waysto care
as adults because they are different from when we were kids. Also he explains that part of volunteering is reflecting on
what you just did to understand it.

Urgent calls have gone forth--from the White House and Congress, from schools, churches, synagogues, and other
agencies--for Americans to become more involved in caring for the needy and in serving their communities. And as
federal and state governments across the nation cut back on aid to the poor and disabled, the role of volunteerism can
only grow in importance. But how can we inspire caring behavior in our young when so many adults seem indifferent
to the problems of the needy, when many problems (such as homel essness) seem beyond individua effort, and when
agencies often come under fire for ineffectiveness if not corruption?Drawing on deeply moving personal accounts
from young people who have become involved in community service, as well as on data from recent national surveys,
Learning to Care looks at why teenagers become involved in volunteer work, what problems and pressures they face,
and what we can do to nurture caring in our youth. Robert Wuthnow's intimate interviews bring to life the stories of
high school student volunteers, teenagers such as Tanika Lane, a freshman who works with Literacy Education and
Direction (LEAD), ajob-training program for inner-city kids, and Amy Stone, a homecoming queen and student-body
president at a suburban southern school who organizesrallies for AIDS awareness. Through these profiles, Wuthnow
shows that caring is not innate but learned, in part from the spontaneous warmth of family life, and in part from
finding the right kind of volunteer work. He contends that volunteers sense of service is shaped by what they find in
school service clubs, in shelters for the homeless, in working with AIDS victims, or in tutoring inner-city children.
And Wuthnow also argues that the best environment to nurture the helping impulse is the religious setting, where in
fact the great bulk of volunteering in Americatakes place. In these organizations, as well asin schools and community
agencies, teenagers can find the role models and moral incentives that will instill a sense of service that they can then
carry into their adult life.Robert Wuthnow is one of our leading commentators on religious life in America, the author
of Acts of Compassion, which was nominated for both a Pulitzer Prize and a National Book Award. Learning to Care,
the sequel to that highly acclaimed volume, offers an eye-opening (and somewhat reassuring) portrait of volunteerism
among America's youth, as it helps lay the groundwork for teaching our children to care.

"Robert Wuthnow shines the careful light of scholarship on teenage volunteers."--Christianity Today"In any age, a
book urging usto care more for each other sounds awelcome appeal, and this book, especially focused on the young,
offers many insights and narratives about teenage volunteers."--The Washington Post"How do we learn to care,
Wuthnow asks. In response he offers a critically insightful vision, filled with factual analysis and personal feeling, of
exemplary practices and stories set within aweb of family ties, churches, schools, and organized volunteer work. Here
moral exercise andreflection combine to cultivate compassion among the young, moving them to care for others and
serve their communities. This book answers our longing to live in agood society. It stirs our hope to heal the wounds
we share."--Steven Tipton, Department of Sociology, Emory University"A very thoughtful, timely, thorough book--on
one of the most important issues of our future."--Amitai Etzioni, author of The Spirit of Community: Rights,
Responsibilities, and the Communitarian AgendaFrom the Back CoverDrawing on deeply moving personal accounts
from young people who have become involved in community service, as well as on data from recent national surveys,
Learning to Care looks at why teenagers become involved in volunteer work, what problems and pressures they face,
and what we can do to nurture caring in our youth. Robert Wuthnow's intimate interviews bring to life the stories of
high school student volunteers, teenagers such as Tanika Lane, afreshman who works with Literacy Education and
Direction (LEAD), ajob-training program for inner-city kids, and Amy Stone, a homecoming queen and student-body
president at a suburban southern school who organizesrallies for AIDS awareness. Through these profiles, Wuthnow
shows that caring is not innate but learned, in part from the spontaneous warmth of family life, and in part from
finding the right kind of volunteer work. He contends that a volunteer's sense of service is shaped by what they find in
school service clubs, in shelters for the homeless, in working with AIDS victims, or in tutoring inner-city children.
And Wuthnow also argues that the best environment to nurture the helping impulse is the religious setting, wherein
fact the great bulk of volunteering in Americatakes place. |n these organizations, as well asin schools and community
agencies, teenagers can find the role models and moral incentives that will instill a sense of service that they can then
carry into their adult life.About the AuthorRobert Wuthnow is the Gerhard R. Andlinger Professor of Social Sciences
and Director of the Center for the Study of American Religion at Princeton University. He is the author of numerous
books on religion in America and Editor-at-Large of Christian Century, to which he is afrequent contributor.



