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Larry Townsend : Leatherman's Handbook |l before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised L eatherman’'s Handbook I1:

13 of 13 people found the following review helpful. Revising a Classic for The BetterBy Tim Broughl don't know if
Larry Townsend ever had an inkling of just how influential his 1972 origina "The Leatherman’'s Handbook" would
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become. | am certain he probably had no ideathat - within a decade - the mantra of Gay Liberation would become
fogged over by the onset of the plague of AIDS and the total indifference of the Reagan Administration. Leathermen,
with their work hard play harder sexual ethic, were hit especialy hard.So ten years later, Larry took the results of
surveys he'd taken with thousands of men, edited the language a bit (the original was written with alot of seventies
lingo) and made the important additions to reflect the changing health concerns. While still arevelatory book, it is also
amore sober one. Back in the seventies, it was still avery risky proposition to attempt a gay publication of any sort. In
the AIDS prejudiced panic of the 80's, it was still aconsiderable risk.Larry Townsend's " The Leatherman's Handbook
I1," likeits 1972 original, still spells out the codes of conduct that the underground Leather Scene and SM men lived
by and the numerous accounts of steamy real life kink encounters remained, though now with addendums about safety
and health issues.Even now, with amuch wider variety of books available on how to and relationship studies, not to
mention my own writings, it is hard to remember atime when Larry's book was such a shocking event. Voluntary
servitude and fetishistic behaviors are given agreat deal of coverage here, and the amazing thing is just how much
most of Larry'soriginal foundations remain relevant. Even more to the point is just how much the format of both
editions of "The Leatherman's Handbook" became the blueprint for so much of our community's guidebooks; A little
journalistic information followed up with some hot episodes.Still, "The Leatherman's Handbook" one and two remain
viable sources of both etiquette and education in addition to its historical value. Larry's work here is quite possibly one
of the most important pair of books about the side of Gay Life that many would like to ignore, but it's with us and
vibrant and exciting for those who have taken this intimate discovery. Like mine; a man who stumbled across a $5.95
edition of "The Leatherman's Handbook 11" in a Delaware bookstore in 1989 and still has the dog-eared paperback on
his bookshelf al these years later. It changed my life like gravity.9 of 9 people found the following review helpful.
Even better than the original! By ParvusAn excellent "how to" manual for the sexually dominant man. Gay or straight,
it makes no difference, the attitude and techniques described in this book cut to the essence of what makes sex
worthwhile: power and control. Clearly written, with lengthy sexual anecdotes, it is as sexually charged a book aswas
ever written.
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