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The Elves: Lettersto Santa Claus before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time,
and all praised Letters to Santa Claus:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. and | loved it so much that | turned around and ordered ...By Wendy
L. Simpsonl ordered my first copy of this book in early December, and | loved it so much that | turned around and
ordered six more copies for gifts. Everyone who has received a copy has loved it. The book is FUN. Very well written
and organized and just loaded with things | don't think | could find in any other Christmas Book. | will be buying more
copies for those who missed this one this year. Great to have as a tabletop book or to read for great dreams before
going to sleep.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Letters to Santa Claus: Purchased at .comBYy depWhat
abook! Bigger than | thought it would be, with all kinds of letters from all kinds of children. The letters go from the
1930's up past the year 2000. | especially liked how some of the parents of the kids would write the letter for them,
kind of as a secretary, at the end the kids would sign with their signature. Some very sweet |etters, also some rather
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materialistic letters. A wonderful book and agreat read especialy at thisjolliest time of the year.0 of O people found
the following review helpful. Great hostess gift or for anyone on your list!By Lindsay60OMG, lovethis! | am giving it
asagift to my sister and am going to include copies of my own kids letters to Santal Very heartwarming- some will
make you want to cry and many will make you laugh! 203 pages- put together SO nicely and sweet pictures. Just love
it!'Letters from: 1930's thru 2010! Great coffee table book- most would love to pick this up and read the | etters! Okay
now off to send my letter to Santa- Santa Claus, Indianal Merry Christmas!

For years, children and adults have stuffed their candid dreams, wishes, and promises into envel opes addressed to
Santa Claus. Whether the envelopes come with stamps or without, are addressed to "The Big Red Guy at Jingle Bells
Lane" or simply "To Santa," for over 100 years, millions of these letters have poured into Santa Claus, Indiana.
Arriving from all corners of the globe, the letters ask for toys, family reunions, snow, and help for the needysometimes
the needy being the writers themselves. They are candid, heartfelt, and often blunt. Many children wonder how Santa
getsinto their chimneyless homes. One child reminds Santa that she has not hit her brothers over 1,350 times that year,
and another respectfully requests two million dollarsin "cold cash." One child hopes to make hislife better with atime
machine, an adult woman asks for a man, and one miscreant actually threatens Santas reindeer! Containing more than
250 actual letters and envel opes from the naughty and nice reaching back to the 1930s, this moving book will touch
readers hearts and bring back memories of atime in our lives when the man with awhite beard and ared suit held out
the hope that our wishes might come true.

...Thislovely book will make even the man in red smile. (Fort Wayne Magazine)A heartwarming and delightful
collection, dating back to the 1930s. . . (Huffington Post) Some of the most poignhant, hilarious and unusual |etters from
around the world. . . (The Examiner) The practice of writing to St. Nick tells a broader history of Americaitself. .
.Notes sent to Santa are an unlikely lens through which to understand the past, offering a peek into the worries, desires
and quirks of the times in which they were written. (Smithsonian) This well-presented, historical collectionreflecting
both the naughty and nicewill entertain and offer insights into the human condition. . . A heartwarming collection of
original letters written to Santa and processed via the dedicated volunteer 'elves of Santa Claus, Ind. (Shelf
Awareness) The town? Santa Claus. It's a place that sounds like some Christmas tale. But the town isreal, with a
history that islong, genuine and a bit peculiar. . . (Will Higgins USA Today / Indianapolis Star)Poignant. . .The
correspondents apologized for their poor handwriting and their recent misdeeds, and they offered to work alongside
the elves. They also confided secrets: 'mama cries at night when she thinks we are asleep, because she has no money.'
One prisoner in Indiana, hoping to be released in time for Christmas, asked Santa for alawyer and an appeal bond.
(The New York Times)The missives will inform readers about the times in which they were written and are often very
affecting. Thefirst one, for example, isfrom anine-year-old girl in the 1930s asking for warm gloves, shoes, and
underwear for her siblings. Listing them by name, she closes the missive 'and the rest are dead.’ Other |etters name
dozens of toysto bring, plaintively ask for the writer's heart's desire (‘the thing | want most is a dog. dog. dog."), or
even try bargaining ('l will trade you my sister when she comes from the stork for a elf). . .A touching gift book that
also offers an unusua window into American history. (Library Journal)This colorful, coffee-table book reproduces the
original letterswith their faded ink, stained paper, childish handwriting, and whimsical drawingsso readersfeel asif
they are sifting through boxes of old correspondence. . .The collection of lettersis both heartbreaking and
heartwarming. (Bloom Magazine)This sweet and nostal gic compilation of over 80 years of young believers holiday
wishes (many in adorable handwriting) puts a unigque spotlight on events of the day. (Parade Magazine) Yes, thereisa
Santa Claus! (Mrs. Claus The North Pole)About the AuthorPat Koch isfounder of the Santa Claus Museum Villagein
Santa Claus, Indiana. Since 1943, she has worked tirelessly to make sure every child who writesto Santa Claus
receives aresponse. Pat received her MA in Pastoral Ministry in 2002 at the age of 70.Emily Weisner Thompson,
Executive Director of the Santa Claus Museum Village, is a historian and author of Images of America: Santa Claus.
She holds aBA in American Studies from the University of Notre Dame and an MA in History from American
University.



