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Mary Grimley Mason : Life Prints: A Memoir of Healing and Discovery (The Craoss-Cultural Memoir Series)
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Life Prints: A Memoir
of Healing and Discovery (The Cross-Cultural Memoir Series):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. No pity hereBy A CustomerThe author tells a compelling story of


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1558612378

life growing up female and disabled. We read a straightforward account of a child growing up in an erawhen women
were supposed to marry and have children first and if necessary work to help support the family. As adisabled

woman, there were no expectations that one could attract a man, physically give birth, raise children, or work in any
meaningful way. Mary Mason did al of those things but nowhere in this book does she claim to be a superwoman. She
moves through her life making choices, and as a scholar, reviewing them over time and finding her way to atruer
sense of self. Her feminist beliefs are unimpeachable. Her move toward an understanding of her place in the turbulent
world of the disability movement is honest: feminism came first and more easily in both a personal and political way.
The movement toward a place in the world as a disabled person required more thought and analysis because there
were fewer contemporaries with whom she could share her stories as a young woman. This book is awelcome
addition to the genre of memoirs, but it in no way isafamiliar story. It is news, and important news about the
experience of living at the intersection of the feminist and disability movements at atime when both political bodies
arein flux. You will not be bored by rhetoric though you will be challenged by Mason's manner of analyzing her
family life, her work life, and her intellectual life, while staying true to her desire to tell her own personal story.3 of 3
people found the following review helpful. An exceptionally well written autobiographyBy Midwest Book ReviewLife
Prints: A Memoir Of Healing And Discovery is the story of Mary Grimley, who at the age of 6 years became
Americasfirst "poster child”, dining with President Roosevelt at the Warm Springs rehabilitation center and posing in
her wheelchair for publicity shots. Mary went on to became a remarkabl e scholar in the 1950s and 60s, refusing to
focus on her disability and making herself a part of the revolution of ideas. Mason has spent her life struggling against
the common cultural prejudice against disabled people, including the sexism of mentors, friends, family, and even
herself. It was only after many years of physical therapy and social isolation, that she could emerge from the social and
psychological handicaps imposed upon her because of her physical disability to embrace feminism, discover her life's
work, and come to terms with herself. Life Printsis a candid, revealing, informative, and exceptionally well written
autobiography that is highly recommended for women's studies and disability issues reading lists.0 of O people found
the following review helpful. A journey you don't want to missBy Samara SnohThis wonderful book about healing and
discovery should not be missed. It'sincredibly well crafted. The story is fascinating, painful and uplifting.Mary
Mason, acritically acclaimed author and professor of English Literature bravely examines her own life to give an
honest and revealing look at how our culture treats disabilitiesin particular women with disabilities.| was completely
engaged by this compelling story of thislittle girl growing up in the thirties with polio who overcame thisincredible
obstacle in addition to other tragedies to achieve success.This book is an inspiration not only for women with
disabilities but for all women. It examines the struggles we all face with tough odds to beat.l highly reccommend it. It
will touch you deeply.

When sheis six, Mary Grimley isthe nation's first "poster child,” dining with President Roosevelt at the Warm
Springs rehabilitation center and posing in her wheelchair for publicity shots. But a close look at photos reveals
something other than the "cheerful invalid" that the abled expect: mouth closed in afrown, eyes defiant and proud, this
bold child isless than impressed with the label of "poor crippled girl."As a brilliant young scholar in the 1950s and
1960s, Mary Grimley Mason refuses to focus on her disability and instead makes herself privy to arevolution of ideas.
At Radcliffe College and in graduate school at the University of Chicago and Harvard, she surrounds herself with
writers and thinkers, plunging into the bohemian lifestyle of Cambridge cooperatives and radical intellectualism. But
inchoate concepts of "normalcy"” soon twist Mason's path, and she finds herself married to another scholar, supporting
his studies, keeping house, and raising children. Even during several yearsin Paris, sheis positioned to overhear rather
than participate in conversations with scholars and writers such as Louis Massignon. Y ears of conflict result ina
difficult realization: she haslaid aside her own dream to become the dream of another-"the perfect wife of awriter," as
Frank O'Connor predicted.Mason has spent her life struggling against prejudice toward disabled people; now she has
discovered an even more formidable enemy: the sexism of mentors, friends, family, and even herself. But she will find
the courage to contend with both of the forces that seek to define and limit her. After undergoing years of physical
therapy and social isolation, after forcing the strictures of disability behind her, she at last accepts her identity as a
disabled person, abandoning "that double in my life-that consciousness or voice that tried to pass as able-bodied." At
the same time, she moves beyond the limitations society has prescribed for women, embracing feminism-and
discovering her life'swork. Specializing academically in women's autobiography, Mary Grimley Mason is unusually
well-suited to narrate and interpret her own life, taking control of its representation with forthright determination. In
thisfrank life



