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Bruce Hayes, Susan Curtiss, Anna Szabolcsi, Tim Stowell, Edward Stabler, Dominique Sportiche, Hilda 
Koopman, Patricia Keating, Pamela Munro, Nina Hyams, Donca Steriade : Linguistics: An Introduction to 
Linguistic Theory  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Linguistics: An Introduction to Linguistic Theory: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This is Not a Review on the Content of the BookBy Phylis JThe 
book itself is great. However, the copy I received was cut oddly and the binding fell apart. I'll eventually have to buy a 
new copy.1 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Great bookBy M. JamesI ordered this book for class. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0631197117


There is only one edition so it was perfect! It is a must for linguistics majors. Also a good resource.3 of 4 people found 
the following review helpful. Buy it. Read it. Study it. Keep it.By QesherWell worth the investment in time and 
money. Recommend taking Linguistics 101 using Ms Fromkin's earlier book on basic linguistics, co-written with 
Rodman. I've read this present book cover to cover and I will be going back and forth throughout its pages for a long 
time to come. It is readable. It provides very good explanations of works of such linguists as Chomsky; having read 
and found useful his works on syntax and the Lectures and suchlike, as well as works from Panini to Chomsky and 
beyond, I find it a pleasure to read this present work. With its index, notations and sidebars, it's a keeper. And this 
collection will point the reader in the right directions, and further, show what to look for. --- [signed] Old Linguist.

Linguistics: An Introduction to Linguistic Theory is a textbook, written for introductory courses in linguistic theory for 
undergraduate linguistics majors and first-year graduate students, by twelve major figures in the field, each bringing 
their expertise to one of the core areas of the field - morphology, syntax, semantics, phonetics, phonology, and 
language acquisition. In each section the book is concerned with discussing the underlying principles common to all 
languages, showing how these are revealed in language acquisition and in the specific grammars of the world's 
languages.

"Linguistics: An Introduction to Linguistic Theory is a very impressive achievement, lucidly and engagingly 
presenting the major areas of Chomskian theoretical linguistics. Readers who work their way through the 
comprehensive presentation and the abundant well-chosen exercises will attain a deep understanding of what 
Chomskian generative grammar is all about, and, even more, a feel for what it is to actually participate in the 
enterprise." Howard Lasnik, University of Connecticut "This is by far the best introductory book and the one that I will 
use. It gives a real working knowledge of each area of linguistics and maintains a consistent level of intellectual 
challenge throughout. The exercises are excellent." Edwin Williams, Princeton University "This excellent and detailed 
introduction to the field of linguistics draws on an impressive range of languages. Any student that wants to find out 
about the scientific study of human language will profit immensely from this book." Richard Kayne, New York 
University "This textbook fills in all the gaps that are characteristic of other introductory texts in linguistics. Each 
section is written by a leading figure in a particular area of linguistic theory: morphology and syntax, semantics, and 
phonetics and phonology. It is impressive both in breadth and depth. Each section ends by considering how the 
particular principles that were described in that section emerge in the course of language development, thereby 
reinforcing the importance of linguistic theory for understanding young children's universal mastery of natural 
language." Stephen Crain, University of Maryland at College Park "This is an outstanding new introduction to 
contemporary linguistics, written by a team of the foremost scholars in the field. The orientation throughout is towards 
real, usually current, research questions. A very nice feature is the inclusion of chapters on language acquisition in 
connection with each subdiscipline of linguistics. I am sure this book will be the standard introductory textbook for 
some time to come." Ian Roberts, Universitat Stuttgart "This introductory textbook is unique in the extent and depth of 
the coverage it provides. Teachers and beginning students of linguistics and cognitive science should find it both 
helpful and inspiring" Maria Luisa Zubizarreta, University of Southern CaliforniaFrom the Back CoverLinguistics: An 
Introduction to Linguistic Theory is a textbook, written for introductory courses in linguistic theory for undergraduate 
linguistics majors and first-year graduate students. Twelve major figures in the field bring their expertise to each of the 
core areas of the field - morphology, syntax, semantics, phonetics, phonology, and language acquisition. In each 
section the book is concerned with discussing the underlying principles common to all languages, showing how these 
are revealed in language acquisition and in the specific grammars of the world's languages. Theoretical concepts are 
introduced through the analysis of a wide set of language data from Arabic to Zulu. The student will learn how to "do" 
linguistics by working through real linguistic data. Each section explains how to define and solve a problem; organizes 
the data into paradigms revealing the structured patterns in the data; formulates generalizations based on these 
patterns; proposes rules or principles to account for the generalization; seeks independent evidence in its argument for 
the proposed theoretical construct. The book brings the latest developments in theoretical linguistics to bear in its 
discussion of the traditional issues. It covers these subjects in greater depth than is found in most introductory texts 
permitting the student to proceed directly, after using this text, to graduate courses in the field. It contains problems, a 
glossary, and a bibliography for further reading. Linguistics is supported by an instructor's manual.About the 
AuthorVictoria A. Fromkin has been a member of the faculty of the UCLA Department of Linguistics since 1966 and 
served as its Chair from 1972 to 1976. From 1979 to 1989 she served as the UCLA Graduate Dean and Vice 
Chancellor of Graduate Programs and she has received the UCLA Distinguished Teaching Award. Dr. Fromkin is co-
author with Robert Rodman of An Introduction to Language (Sixth Edition, 1998). 


