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Kari MarieNorgaard : Livingin Denial: Climate Change, Emotions, and Everyday Life (MIT Press) before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Living in Denial: Climate
Change, Emotions, and Everyday Life (MIT Press):

11 of 14 people found the following review helpful. Great Ethnography about Climate Change Denia By FLGirllf you
want afirsthand perspective on why people deny climate change, tag along with Norgaard on her six-month stay in a


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0262515857

small Norwegian town to learn about the emotional, social, and political responses to a changing climate. Thisis based
on her dissertation but quite readable.20 of 25 people found the following review helpful. Our generation's challenge:
The "Normality" of Climate CrisisBy David OaksLiving in Denial: Climate Change, Emotions, and Everyday LifeThis
book has my absolutely highest recommendation on an urgent basis.While this book clearly meets academic standards
of scholarship, | found it very human: The author brings usinto asmall town in Norway that is prosperous and well-
educated, and where iconic activities for Norway such as skiing and ice skating are becoming more difficult because
of the climate crisis. We hear stories, and we get quotes.Why does the local newspaper cover the odd weather, without
including discussion about climate crisisAVhy in atown with so much citizen activism, is there so little local activism
about one of the biggest threats ever caused and faced by humanity?This book helps explain what is mistakenly called
"normal” in our society. | say mistakenly, because what is generally called normal brought us into the 'climate crisis,’
which along with other environmental devastation is our generation's biggest challenge. Why are so many who are
fully aware of the climate crisis, and that it is human caused, staying silent and inactive? Why isthere this
numbness?It turns out what is called 'normal’ has alot going on beneath the surface, like one of the enormous icebergs
that is slowly melting before its time.Ultimately, this is a compassionate book, because the author recognizes the '100
percent' nature of our all being both harmed by the climate crisis, and also having arole in contributing to this disaster
as asociety. But the author also goes further and calls for us all to hold one another accountable.When one of the
Norwegians interviewed in the book holds up a hand in front of his face and says his numbness comes from protecting
himself alittle bit... This becomes for me avisual symbol for the poignant denial we al face. This denial is not from
ignorance. It is not from ignoring the disaster. The denial is coming from a deep-seated awareness of an unprecedented
crisis.Thisis my 36th year working as a human rights activist in the field of mental disability, so | am particularly
interested in discussions about what is considered "normal.” Along with the book Collapse by Jared Diamond, |
consider this to be one of the most important explanations. Professor Norgaard (who won tenure after the publication
of this book) presents arational, analytical approach that recognizes the importance of gut-level emotion.Simply for
speaking about the clearly illustrated storiesin her book, Professor Norgaard was targeted by a media personality who
has a proven track record of denigrating women leaders with disdain and distortion. Some of this individual's listeners
predictably turned to hate speech against Prof. Norgaard. She is one of the environmental heroes who some are
seeking to silence, but thankfully she remains unbowed. The silver lining of thiswitch hunt, is that this controversy led
to afront page headline in my local newspaper of Eugene, Oregon that brought this book to my attention. | had no idea
Prof. Norgaard was at the University of Oregon.Ironically, the media personality apparently thought this book was
about him and others who bizarrely and sadly claim there is no human-caused climate crisis. However, this book is
actually much more significant. This book is about 100 percent of all of us, including the mgjority of the population
who understand and accept the sobering scientific evidence.This book is about re-defining being human... Reading this
compelsusto all ask, "What can | do? What can we do?'To the extent addressing the climate crisis needs the
equivalent of a nonviolent D-Day, this book helps provide research on the terrain, the obstacles, the opportunities for
the unprecedented astoundingly enormous response that is now undeniably required... that we may not do adequately...
but that is undeniably required nonetheless.l've already gotten several copiesto give away, such asto my friend Patch
Adams, the physician/clown who questions what is called normal, because of his support for Martin Luther King's
vision of an "International Association for the Advancement of Creative Maadjustment.” Clearly, this book is one of
the handbooks for that IAACM. Get it, read it, get more copies, talk it up... And act on it.When you read this book,
you will not just enjoy learning about a small town's challenges, but you will be lighting a candle in a mysterious
immense cave called 'normal’. Know you are not alone. We are al there with you. 100 percent of us.David W. Oaks,
Director, MindFreedom International 13 of 15 people found the following review helpful. An exceptional work of
scholarshipBYy viola meisterlgnore the tin-foil-hatted fools who gave thisa"1." Thisisan incredible work of
scholarship. The author brings a number of academic perspectives (sociology, psychology, anthropology, history (and
I'm probably forgetting others)) to attempt to understand why an educated, enlightened Norwegian village (that is
exposed to the consequences of climate change) still experiences widespread denial, skepticism, and apathy. If there's
anything lacking, it's clear-cut solutions to deal with denial, skepticism, and right-wing propaganda, but we can't fault
the author for not having answers that no one has.

An analysis of why people with knowledge about climate change often fail to trandlate that knowledge into
action.Global warming is the most significant environmental issue of our time, yet public response in Western nations
has been meager. Why have so few taken any action? In Living in Denial, sociologist Kari Norgaard searches for
answers to this question, drawing on interviews and ethnographic data from her study of "Bygdaby," the fictional
name of an actual rural community in western Norway, during the unusually warm winter of 2000-2001.1n 2000-2001
the first snowfall came to Bygdaby two months later than usual; ice fishing was impossible; and the ski industry had to
invest substantially in artificial snow-making. Storiesin local and national newspapers linked the warm winter
explicitly to global warming. Y et residents did not write | etters to the editor, pressure politicians, or cut down on use
of fossil fuels. Norgaard attributes this lack of response to the phenomenon of socially organized denial, by which



information about climate science is known in the abstract but disconnected from political, social, and private life, and
sees this as emblematic of how citizens of industrialized countries are responding to globa warming.Norgaard finds
that for the highly educated and politicaly savvy residents of Bygdaby, global warming was both common knowledge
and unimaginable. Norgaard traces this denial through multiple levels, from emotions to cultural normsto poalitical
economy. Her report from Bygdaby, supplemented by comparisons throughout the book to the United States, tells a
larger story behind our paralysisin the face of today's alarming predictions from climate scientists.

At atime when most climate denial scholarship focuses on an extreme right-wing fringe, Norgaard's strikingly original
and fascinating research invites us to see the many waysin which we are all in denial about climate change, and the
profound challenges it poses to our identities and cultures. A rare and important book with powerful insights on every
page. (Naomi Klein, author of The Shock Doctring)Thisis an extremely important intellectual contribution. Research
on climate change and culture has been primarily focused on individual attitudinal change. Thiswork brings a
sociological perspective to our understanding of individual and collective responses to climate change information,
and opens up anew research area. It also has important practical implications...This perspective calls for amuch
different approach to climate change communications, and defines a new agendafor thisfield. (Robert Brulle The
New York Times"Dot Earth")Drawing on the way Norwegians deal with the reality of global warming, Kari Norgaard
provides an incisive account of the way individuals avoidance patterns reflect social norms of feeling, attending, and
discourse. As such, this book is an important step in the development of our sociological understanding of denial.
(Eviatar Zerubavel, Board of Governors Professor of Sociology, Rutgers University, and author of Social Mindscapes:
An Invitation to Cognitive Sociology and The Elephant in the Room: Silence and Denial in Everyday Life) Living in
Denial is particularly interesting because of the ethnographic research methods employed, which are unusual in such a
field as global climate change. We gain arich understanding of how people react to information about climate change.
This book shows why information-rich programs are inadequate to get the general populace to take action to address
this most serious of issues. (Randolph Haluza-Del ay, Department of Sociology, The King's University College,
Edmonton; co-editor of Speaking for Ourselves: Environmental Justice in Canada)Kari Norgaard has written a
rigorous and insightful account about a subtle and profound social problem that confronts the mitigation of climate
change -- namely, the cognitive and social tools used to deny or ignore a problem even when the popul ace agrees it
should be addressed. The population of Bygdaby holds a solid national image of itself as a humanitarian, egalitarian,
nature-loving people who love their snow. Y et they fail to even think coherently about climate change. This startling
mismatch makes the storyline of the book quite engaging, and it will undoubtedly be recognized for making an
important contribution by explaining how this mismatch is socialy produced. (Peter Jacques, Department of Political
Science, University of Central Florida)One of the great unanswered questions in politicsis, why is there not more
mobilization about more issues? People see all sorts of things they dislike; why don't they do more to change them?
'Freeriding' is hardly a sufficient answer. Kari Marie Norgaard provides a much better, ethnographic account by
looking at aremote town in Norway, whose citizens work hard to deny the threat posed by global warming. One of the
most surprising findings is the amount of emotion work they do to keep from facing up to climate change.
Unfortunately for our future, but fortunately for the power of this book, 'Bygdaby' is the world we all inhabit. (James
M. Jasper, CUNY Graduate Center)Thisis an original and extremely important intellectual contribution. The analysis
of social responses to climate change information has primarily focused on individual values and beliefs. Norgaard's
work moves beyond this individualistic focus and brings a social dimension to the analysis of climate denial. She
demonstrates that climate denial isasocia process in which collective actions are taken to restore a sense of
equilibrium and social stahility. This book advances our understanding of climate denial and lays the ground for new
approaches to climate change communication. (Robert J. Brulle, Professor of Sociology and Environmental Science,
Drexel University)About the AuthorKari Marie Norgaard is Assistant Professor of Sociology and Environmental
Studies at the University of Oregon.



