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Ann Patty : Living with a Dead Language: My Romance with Latin  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Living with a Dead Language: My Romance with Latin: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Delightful and inspiring read.By MazzAs a late-life learner of the 
mother tongue, I thoroughly enjoyed spending an afternoon with this charming and brilliant woman. Her enthusiasm 
for learning and for words is infectious. This book will appeal to a wide range of people. Older learners will be 
inspired and anyone interested in language or the publishing world will be captivated and entertained.2 of 2 people 
found the following review helpful. Been there, doing thatBy Timothy J. GannonThis is a delightful autobiography 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1101980222


framed around her Latin learning adventure and coming to terms with her memories of her mother. As a person who 
has studied Latin for 6 years without understanding and am currently trying to relearn what I did not master in the first 
place, I completely empathize with all her learning experiences. It was uplifting to learn that others are in the struggle 
to keep Latin alive.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A wonderful readBy Bruce D AlexanderA 
delightful story about finding a new passion in life. The author chronicles her growing interest in her mothers favorite 
school subject. Along the way we learn about the authors complex relationship with her family, her successes in the 
publishing world and the development of her love affair with Latin, for her a very vibrant language. She is a terrific 
writer, able to interject Latin grammar, poetry and personal details in a balanced and most interesting manner. Highly 
recommended.

A delightful mix of grammar and growth, words and wonder. The Washington PostAn entertaining exploration of the 
richness and relevance of the Latin language and literature, and an inspiring account of finding renewed purpose 
through learning something new and challenging After thirty-five years as a book editor in New York City, Ann Patty 
stopped working and moved to the country. Bored, aimless, and lost in the woods, she hoped to challenge her restless, 
word-loving brain by beginning a serious study of Latin at local colleges.As she begins to make sense of Latin 
grammar and syntax, her studies open unexpected windows into her own life. The louche poetry of Catullus calls up 
her early days in 1970s New York, Lucretius elucidates her intractable drivenness and her attraction to Buddhism, 
while Ovids verse conjures a delightful dimension to the flora and fauna that surround her. Women in Roman history, 
and an ancient tomb inscription give her new understanding and empathy for her tragic, long deceased mother. Finally, 
Virgil reconciles her to her new lifeno longer an urban exile, but a rustic scholar, writer and teacher. Along the way, 
she meets an impassioned cast of characters: professors, students and classicists outside of academia who keep Latin 
very much alive. Written with humor, heart, and an infectious enthusiasm for words, Pattys book is an object lesson in 
how learning and literature can transform the past and lead to an unexpected future.

A delightful mix of grammar and growth, words and wonder. Patty and her book are both full of life, epitomizing the 
Latin phrase ad astra per aspera to the stars through difficulties. Those readers who never encountered Latin may 
overlook this book, but to use the Roman poet Horaces phrase, consider letting carpe diem be your catchphrase, or 
even carpe noctem: seize the day or seize the night and read this book. The Washington PostA kind ofEat, Pray, 
Lovefor theCaecilius in horto estset. Studying Latin for fun in later life is a niche fantasy, but the impulse to do 
something substantial is a more widely shared experience. So is the desire to repair some deficit of one's youth . . . 
Pattys book is an effort on the part of the author to decipher her own life by deciphering two-thousand-year old texts. 
Most vital are the moments in which Patty lets her word-nerd flag fly. Rebecca Mead,The New Yorker [A] moving, 
unusual memoirA highly personal book about one womans journey to a deeper understanding of her world and her 
history[Living with a Dead Language] makes a compelling case for the value of taking on challenges in later years. 
The Wall Street Journal Pattys passion for the poetry of Catullus, Propertius, Lucretius, Ovid and Virgil is infectious 
She offers a sensitive model for how to read poetry in any language. The San Francisco ChronicleIf you like words, if 
you have a penchant, even a rusty penchant, for classical culture, allow me to recommend Living with a Dead 
Language. . . [Patty] comes, as the poet Horace advised, to delight as well as instruct us on her course of total 
immersion into lingua Latina. . .There is as much about Ms. Pattys autobiography as about the Ablative Absolute in 
this book but that just adds a dollop of human warmth to the narrative. The New CriterionPattys goal is not merely to 
understand Latin, but to inhabit it . . . She isnt the first retiree to find anxiety in a country retreat, turning to the Latin 
masters as sources of insight and instruction. Michel de Montaigne did much the same thing . . . like Montaigne, Patty 
often writes about one subject as a way of writing about many others. The Christian Science MonitorThe rich seam of 
literature dedicated to midlife transition and reinvention now has another entrant in Pattys lovely account. Ladies 
Home JournalI never expected to finish a book on language with a lump in my throat and tears in my eyes. But Latin is 
no ordinary language, and Ann Patty is no ordinary writer. As she wrestles with the mysteries of Ovid and Virgil, the 
millennia fall away and the ancients come brilliantly to life. But in the end, what is illuminated is a more recent 
historythe dark corners of her own past. I dont know the Latin for Wow! So Ill steal a word from this captivating book: 
Splendidissimus! Patricia T. OConner,author of Woe is I: The Grammarphobes Guide to Better English in Plain 
English Fromamo, amasin Poughkeepsie to latter-day Latinists on the Palatine Hill, Ann Pattys late-life affair with 
Latin has everything: grammar, gossip, lovely gray hair, lust, and mother woes. A book after my own heart.Mary 
Norris, author ofBetween You Me: Confessions of a Comma QueenPatty brings humor and clarity to her storytelling. . 
.Anyone who loves words and language will recognize him or herself in these pages. BookPage [A] captivating and 
charming memoir. . .Patty vivaciously recounts her embrace of Latin and the manifold ways it changed her life. 
Publishers WeeklyIts not just the fascination of getting a crash course in Latin that fuels this unique, interesting 
memoir; its the spirit, mind, and wit of a woman of a certain age who refuses to sit back; get soft, boring, and stupid; 
and otherwise give up on life. Ann Pattys entry into the world of a language and its colorful history is a wonderful 
incentive to all of us to get off the couch, stay out of the refrigerator, and find a passion that will light up our days. I 



loved this book and the smart, enormously likable woman who has breathed so much life into its pages. George 
Hodgman, author of Bettyville A marvelous, moving account of a brilliant, vulnerable woman who has to reinvent 
herself, and who does so by studying the language that has most influenced our own. Ann Patty's struggles and 
triumphs with Latin's complex laws and mysteries enrich the reader even as they lead her to a new and deeper 
understanding of the complexities of her own life, past and present, and of her place in the world." Abigail Thomas, 
author of A Three Dog Life A lovely elegy to a dead language and a dead mother, reclaiming both from the past and 
firmly placing them in the luminous present. This is a lively, passionate, learned and affecting book about language 
and love, loss and redemption.Yann Martel, author of Life of PiWhat an enchanting tribute not simply to Latin, but to 
the power words possess to transform a life. Language is the heroine of this passionate, engaging book. Ann Patty has 
written her way fearlesslyand even comicallypast loss and disappointment into a radiant new way of life and 
love.Patricia Hampl This lively, refreshingly candid and high-spirited book courses with an infectious love of 
language, and is buoyed by the author's engaging personality, which shines through on every page. Phillip 
LopateAbout the AuthorAnn Patty worked in New York trade publishing for more than thirty years. She was the 
founder and publisher of The Poseidon Press and an executive editor at Crown Publishers and Harcourt. She lives in 
Rhinebeck, New York. 


