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Henry Mayhew : London Labour and the London Poor (Penguin Classics)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised London Labour and the London Poor (Penguin Classics): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Enter the world of Dickens from someone that was an eye witnessBy 
Lucien DesarGreat historical narrative for this time period and written from someone that witnessed first hand. So 
many different archetypes back then and socialized strata of people among that segment of the population.0 of 0 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0140432418


people found the following review helpful. For researchers and the merely curious, Mayhew's study provides ...By 
Gerald E. PetersonFor researchers and the merely curious, Mayhew's study provides a rare and detailed look into the 
lives of those on the margins of society in mid-Victorian London.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Richest source ever on Victorian London Laboring PoorBy Alan VenableAn astoundingly detailed account of life 
among the poor and on the streets of Victorian London, circa 1850. The personal accounts are amazing and continually 
surprising in their basic humanity. This book condenses Mayhew's original four-volume work. Sadly it had to leave 
out a gazillion details of the lives, thoughts, and methods of the rat--flea-fly-cockroach catchers! But it keeps a great 
long section about how early low-end commercial photographers cheated, bamboozled and otherwise wheedled six-
pence out of customers who had no clue about what a photograph was.

Unflinching reports of Londons poor from a prolific and influential English writerLondon Labour and the London 
Poor originated in a series of articles, later published in four volumes, written for the Morning Chronicle in 1849 and 
1850 when journalist Henry Mayhew was at the height of his career. Mayhew aimed simply to report the realities of 
the poor from a compassionate and practical outlook. This penetrating selection shows how well he succeeded: the 
underprivileged of London become extraordinarily and often shockingly alive.For more than seventy years, Penguin 
has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin 
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers 
trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and 
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.

About the AuthorHenry Mayhew, journalist and social investigator, humorist, dramatist, novelist, and author of works 
of travel and popular instruction, was born in 1812. The son of a London solicitor, he was educated at Westminster 
School, from which he eventually ran away. Mayhew then went to sea and traveled to India before entering his fathers 
office, which, however, he soon quit to embark on a long and prolific literary career. He wrote a very successful farce, 
The Wandering Minstrel, in 1834, and was one of the cofounders of Punch in 1841. His famous book London Labour 
and the London Poor began publication in 1849 in The Morning Chronicleand in 1851 was released in a collected, 
incomplete edition, which was completed in 1861. He was also the author of The Criminal Prisons of London in 1862 
and German Life and Manners in 1864. He died in 1887.Victor E. Neuburg was born in Sussex in 1924. He was a 
senior lecturer at the University of North London, and a visiting professor at State College, Buffalo, Dalhousie 
University, Nova Scotia, and Ruhr University, Bochum, as well as the Simon Foster Haven Fellow of the American 
Antiquarian Society. His publications included Popular Education in Eighteenth Century England, Popular Literature, 
The Batsford Companion to Popular Literature, and A Guide to the Western Front. He died in 1996. 


