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Karen Schneider : Loving Arms: British Women Writing the Second World War  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Loving Arms: British Women Writing the Second 
World War: 

Loving Arms examines the war-related writings of five British women whose works explore the connections among 
gender, war, and story-telling. While not the first study to relate the subjects of gender and war, it is the first within a 
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growing body of criticism to focus specifically on British culture during and after World War II.Evoking the famous 
"St. Crispin's Day" speech from Henry V and then her own father's account of being moved to tears on V-J Day 
because he had been too young to fight, Karen Schneider posits that the war story has a far-reaching potency. She 
admitsperhaps for all of usthat such stories "had powerfully shaped my consciousness in ways I could not completely 
resist."How a story is narrated and by whom are matters of no small importance. As widely defined and accepted, war 
stories are men's stories. If we are to hear an "other" story of war, then we must listen to the stories women tell. Many 
of the war stories written by women insist that war is not the condition of men but rather the condition of humanity, 
beginning with relations between the sexes.For the five women whose work is examined in Loving ArmsStevie Smith, 
Katharine Burdekin, Virginia Woolf, Elizabeth Bowen, and Doris Lessingthis latter point was particularly relevant. 
Their positions as women within a patriarchal, militarist culture that was externally threatened by an overtly fascist 
one led to an acute ambivalence, says Schneider. Though all five women perceived the war from substantially 
different perspectives, each in her own way exposed and critiqued the seductive power of war and war stories, with 
their densely interwoven tropes of masculinity and nationalism. Yet these writers' conflicting impulses of loyalty to 
England and resistance to the war betray their ambivalence.Loving Arms will interest students of twentieth-century 
British literature and culture, gender studies, and narratology. Even today, we maintain an unabated love affair with 
the war story. But unless we listen to what the women had to say fifty years ago, we are doomed to hear only "the 
same old story."

"Schneider impresses by her scholarly diligence in marshalling so many relevant literary and sociological sources and 
by occasional displays of her own critical finesse."Albion"These writers speak to the large structures that maintain 
gendered hierarchy and which therefore, lead to more war. War is itself."Choice"Schneider does an admirable job of 
presenting a thoughtful analysis about women writers of the Second World War."Novel"Schneider points out the 
continuing and compelling fascination war holds for women and men and analyzes how narratives work to perpetuate 
the attraction."South Atlantic "From her ironic title on, Schneider draws into her orbit war in a wider sphere, that 
between the sexes."Times Literary Supplement"Examines the fine and fascinating line between the battle of nations 
and the battle of the sexes . . . . A welcome addition to the growing list of studies about women writers and war."Tulsa 
Studies in Women's Literature"Forcefully and convincingly argues against the contention that the Second World War 
yielded very little literature."War, Literature, and the ArtsAbout the AuthorKaren Schneider is assistant professor of 
English at Western Kentucky University. 


