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Douglas Raybeck : Mad Dogs, Englishmen, and the Errant Anthropologist: Fieldwork in Malaysia  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mad Dogs, Englishmen, and 
the Errant Anthropologist: Fieldwork in Malaysia: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Humorous but Great Teachable Lessons for AllBy H.BakkerGreat 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0881339067


book, very interesting and yet humorous. Expecting a boring story from a anthropologist but it actually made me 
excited and appreciate the hard work of this career. It made me focus on how I view things around me, and how others 
perceive me in my own culture. Excellent, if reading for college, it is not a hard read.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. and overall I would recommend this bookBy Hannah T.Got this book for an anthropology class. 
Raybeck talks about the importance of fieldwork and his personal experiences. He talks about the balance involved in 
joining the Malay while trying not to influence or bias his findings. His stories are informational and amusing, and 
overall I would recommend this book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy maemaeA good 
Read, it's actually a page turner compared to other ethnographies

According to Raybeck, the solitary dictum that best characterizes fieldwork is "Things go awry." In this spirited 
account of his time spent in Southeast Asia, Raybeck describes several adventures and misadventures involving field 
research, as well as the understanding, humility and bruises that these experiences leave behind. Since fieldwork is 
situated, Raybeck's treatment also includes rich descriptions of Kelantanese society and culture, addressing such topics 
as kinship, linguistics, gender relations, economics, and political structures. Through the lively pages of this narrative, 
readers gain insight into the human dimension of the fieldwork undertaking, a sense of how the anthropologist builds 
rapport in a research setting, and how reliable information is obtained.

"A colleague recommended this as a good intro-level exploration of the ethnographic fieldwork experience. The 
author's candid observations and comfortable prose convinced me. I look forward to teaching it this fall." --Doc 
Billingsley, Washington University"... an engaging, entertaining, and highly readable introduction to the challenges 
and joys of doing ethnography. The author uses humormore often than not, directed at himselfto illustrate important 
concepts such as using both qualitative and quantitative methods, establishing rapport, participant observation, direct 
contact with the subject population, and both culture shock and return culture shock." --Margaret Bodemer, California 
Polytechnic State UniversityFrom the PublisherTitle of related interest also from Waveland Press: Endicott-Endicott, 
The Headman Was a Woman: The Gender Egalitarian Batek of Malaysia (ISBN 9781577665267).Excerpt. Reprinted 
by permission. All rights reserved."On my well-used Yamaha I began to explore roads, paths, and trails in search of an 
appropriate village. Motorcycles are better adapted to villages, with their winding footpaths, than are cars, which are 
constrained to roads. Motorcycles also allow air to cool the rider, enabling one to forget the equatorial location and to 
acquire a sunburn of impressive magnitude. I spent a full day in my bed, my badly sunburned arms stretched out to 
either side, vowing to pay greater attention to the little details of life in the tropics. Things go awry." 


