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They didn't just talk Sopranos. the OeCavalcantes lived it.

“[] VERY WISE BOOK ABOUT WISE GUYS" —Michae! Daly, author of Father Mike: 4 Life

‘Grag Smith gives us the Mob in its final days: squalid, bumbling, ocassionally
merdarous, frequently hilasious,” —Pete Hammil, author of Forover: 4 Nows!
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Greg B. Smith : Made Men: The True Rise-and-Fall Story of a New Jersey Mob Family before purchasing it in
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Made Men: The True Rise-and-Fall Story of a
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New Jersey Mob Family:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not the SopranosBy CustomerA decent read about a mafia family
none of us get to read much about. They definitely weren't the Sopranos! It was good to read something other than the
Gottis.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy POP POPA+1 of 1 people found the following
review helpful. Made Men by Greg B. SmithBy Bernard Hainesl enjoyed this book- | had never heard of the
Decaval cante crime Family. | have heard that there were five major mafiafamiliesin New York. | have watched the
sopranos on Hbo,and seen many of the mafia movies. The writer of this true crime book did afinejob in delineating
the history of this crime family as the federal Government was putting it out of business coincident with the
production of the sopranost.v. seriesin the same city[elizabeth,NJ]. The writer shows in detail how the members of
the crime family responded to the pressure that the Government brought to bare upon them. And how they brought
about their own burnout. The author did not go into detail about the death of John D Amato in 1991 by Vinnie Ocean
and Anthony Capo when according to the T.V. seriesCITY CONDENTIAL ON BIOGRAPHY CHANNEL. The
family learned that he was a submissive homosexual. The family consented to his being wacked.

For years, the DeCaval cantes, the most powerful Mob family in Jersey, labored in the shadows of the more famous
familiesin New Y orkthe likes of the Gambinos and the Columbos. Dismissed by the big-city capos, the

DeCaval cantes finally came into their own when they found their lives mirrored in the television hit, The Sopranos.
Overnight it legitimized the made men of the Garden State. Now they were afamiliato be reckoned with.
Unfortunately with high profile came high risk. As member turned against member, as trusted friend turned terrified
informant, the FBI put the brakes on the DeCaval cantes explosive ride into infamy, hastening afall from honor that
would become as infamous as their notorious ascension into the annals of organized crime. Based on more than 1,000
hours of secretly recorded conversations, Made Men delivers for the first time, the unprecedented and compl etely
uncensored behind-the-scenes truth of a historically clandestine worldof violent life and sudden death inside and
outside the mab, told by the very men who madeit.

From Library JournalBased on more than 1000 hours of secretly recorded conversations, this book tells the story of
New Jersey's DeCavalcante crime family. Originally dismissed by the large New Y ork City crime organizations, the
DeCaval cantes sought the opportunity to move up in the crime world when their big-city counterparts began having
legal troubles and when The Sopranos, which recounts the life of afictional Jersey mob family, became such a hit on
HBO. Unfortunately for the DeCaval cantes, they had been infiltrated by an FBI informant. Although the show's
creator has denied it, much of The Sopranosis said to be based on this real-life crime family, and DeCaval cante
members were even caught on federal wiretaps bragging about their similarity to the TV mobsters. But while Daily
News mob reporter Smith draws many parallels between the DeCaval cantes and the fictional Sopranos, the book does
not quite live up to its potential. Much of the writing seems digjointed and repetitious, and a few superfluous anecdotes
scattered throughout seem to have little relevance to the rest of the story. Recommended with reservations for large
public libraries where there is a strong interest in organized crime books.Sarah Jent, Univ. of Louisville Lib., KY
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.About the AuthorGreg B. Smith, reporter for New Y orks Daily News,
coversthe federal courtsin Brooklyn and Manhattan that serve as Ground Zero in the battle to end mafiainfluencein
America. An investigative reporter for nearly twenty years, Smith has written for The Boston Globe, The San
Francisco Examiner, The Seattle Post-Intelligencer, and other newspapers around the country. Hes also a frequent
guest on TV and radio discussing everything from racketeering to the Latin Kings street gang to world terrorist
organizations. Mr. Smith lives with his wife and two boys in Brooklyn, New Y ork.



