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David Crystal : Making a Point: The Persnickety Story of English Punctuation  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Making a Point: The Persnickety Story of English 
Punctuation: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Interesting book.By Flash2520I like history and grammar, so this 
was an interesting book for me.Making a Point: The Persnickety Story of English Punctuation2 of 2 people found the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1250060419


following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerInformative, humorous, and educational.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. a fun readBy CustomerThis is a fun read with a lot of good history. It would be a great thing 
to throw into a.m. middle school English class. You get to the writing.

The triumphant concluding volume in David Crystal's classic trilogy on the English language combines the first 
history of English punctuation with a complete guide on how to use it. Behind every punctuation mark lies a thousand 
stories. The punctuation of English, marked with occasional rationality, is founded on arbitrariness and littered with 
oddities. For a system of a few dozen marks it generates a disproportionate degree of uncertainty and passion, 
inspiring organizations like the Apostrophe Protection Society and sending enthusiasts, correction-pens in hand, in a 
crusade against error across the United States. Professor Crystal leads us through this minefield with characteristic wit, 
clarity, and commonsense. In David Crystal's Making a Point, he gives a fascinating account of the origin and progress 
of every kind of punctuation mark over one and a half millennia and offers sound advice on how punctuation may be 
used to meet the needs of every occasion and context.

The best word book to come down the pike in many a moon . . . An ingenious idea, and only David Crystal could have 
pulled it off. Patricia T. O'Conner and Stewart Kellerman, authors of Origins of the Specious: Myths and 
Misconceptions of the English Language and bloggers at Grammarphobia.com, on The Story of English in 100 
WordsBrisk [and] exuberant . . . Crystal delights in exposing all the many wacky ways we English speakers make new 
words. San Francisco Chronicle on The Story of English in 100 WordsAbout the AuthorDAVID CRYSTAL is 
Honorary Professor of Linguistics at the University of Wales, Bangor. His many books range from clinical linguistics 
to the liturgy and Shakespeare. He is the author of The Story of English in 100 Words and Spell It Out: The Singular 
History of English Spelling, both published by Profile. His Stories of English is a Penguin Classic. He lives in the 
United Kingdom. 


