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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Making the Round with OcarBy WendyeLouI had heard about Oscar 
and wanted to know more. I hadn't realized he was part of the 'team' in a dementia ward. While this book doesn't talk 
as much about Oscar as I would have liked, it's still very much worth your while reading it. The author talks a lot 
about dementia - and of course this is to be expected as it is what he is involved in. Some of the stories about the 
patients BEFORE they got dementia are really interesting. The impact that Oscar has on the lives of the people who 
are or were in contact with him - staff of Steere House, patients and the patients' families - is AMAZING!! ALL 
animals are AMAZING and I'm ever so grateful to God that we have these incredible creations in our lives. I know 
how enriching it is to have pussycats as valued members of our family so I know how valuable it would be for a caring 
environment like a nursing home to have these beautiful creations gracing their hallways. It's really great that so many 
people love cats and that cats can give so much joy to people - especially in the last days of their lives here on earth. I 
don't think we give enough credit to pets and their ability to enrich our lives. God bless ALL animals and the people 
who are passionate about them! xo xo xo xo xo xo0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Love this bookBy 
Martha C. McMillanLove this book. Can't say enough good things to say about this book. I am a self-admitted cat 
person. One of my sister has been diagnosed with dementia. The book is not a medical journal. I found it reasuring and 
even humorus. Best of all, don't fell guilty, it isn't your fault. Patience varies among individuals, relationships,, etc. 
This may seem obvious to some but is reasuing to others. God bless you all.2 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. Essential readingBy BarbTold by physician Dr David Dosa, the story of Oscar, a care cat at a New York 
hospice for people in the terminal stages of dementia, is engaging and touching but wonderfully devoid of 
sentimentality. Oscar has a special gift - the ability to determine the hour of a patient's death before the medical signs 
become obvious to staff. Not so hard to fathom given the super sensory perceptions of animals. Making the Rounds 
with Oscar is also incredibly informative. I have a close neighbour in the early stages of dementia and this crash 
course in a condition that affects so many came at just the right time for me to help her.in the right way. People with 
dementia are not like children. Children learn. People with dementia are in the process of ``unlearning'' everything. 
That simple fact has made me much more understanding and patience. Thanks Oscar.

Oscar the cat lives on the third floor of a nursing home in Rhode Island, USA. At first glance Oscar doesn't seem 
special. He's plain to look at. He's aloof. Like most cats, he's partial to treats and catnip. But in the summer of 2007 
Oscar made headlines around the world. So what's so unusual about Oscar? He knows when the hospice patients are 
going to die. Dr Dosa's job is to respond to people's medical needs, treat them for their ailments and communicate with 
their families. Oscar takes care of the rest. He is a steady companion as patients descend into death. He is with them 
when they die. And, because of him, they don't die alone. Can a cat really predict death? Is he smelling something or 
responding to behavioural clues? Is he helping guide souls to heaven? Oscar's warm and profound story - of his 
uncanny ability to see death coming, of his steadfast and non-judgmental commitment to sit with patients as they die, 
of his quiet compassion - is a metaphor for what is important at the end of life.

About the AuthorDr David Dosa is a geriatrician in Rhode Island and an assistant professor of medicine at the Warren 
Alpert Medical School of Brown University. Dr Dosa has published in scientific peer-reviewed literature in the areas 
of nursing home quality improvement, delirium and end of life care. He lives in Rhode Island with his wife and two 
children. 


