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Daniel F. Chambliss, Russell K. Schutt : Making Sense of the Social World: Methods of Investigation  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Making Sense of the Social 
World: Methods of Investigation: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Informative for my CapstoneBy Edgar TigranyanAwesome 
textbook. I used it for my social research class to write my research proposal for capstone class. Really informative 
book with myriad of terminologies that are useful in social research and in research with human subjects. I recommend 
any undergraduate student to read it once, or maybe just go over the highlights to have an overall idea of how to 
properly conduct qualitative and quantitative research methods.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Terrible read.By philsomeWording in this textbook is horrible! Were they drunk or half-asleep when they wrote 
this?The layout is not user friendly or intuitive at all!Found some inaccuracies and info seems highly outdated.I hated 
reading this book for class.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Terrible, disorganized, unclear!By 
NikkiYou guys, this book is so terrible. The language of the book is so vague, obscure, and confusing that I can read a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1483380610


definition 7 times and still have no idea what is being defined. It's so completely unhelpful. I have to google the 
definitions myself because the definitions provided here tell me nothing!!!!

At the heart of this book is the authors firm belief that understanding research methods is critical to being an informed 
citizen in our complex, fast-paced social world. Now in its Fifth Edition, Making Sense of the Social World by Daniel 
F. Chambliss and Russell K. Schutt continues to help students achieve that understanding by providing a balanced 
treatment of qualitative and quantitative methods, integrating substantive examples and research techniques 
throughout. All essential elements of social research methods are covered, including validity, causation, experimental 
and quasi-experimental design, and techniques of analysis. Additionally, it is written in a less formal style to make 
concepts more accessible to students, and it includes wide-ranging, practical exercises drawn from every experience to 
help students get hands-on with the material. Not only do students find the book approachable and easy to digest, but 
they also enjoy it!

About the AuthorDaniel F. Chambliss, PhD, is the Eugene M. Tobin Distinguished Professor of Sociology at Hamilton 
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laterthat year, his thesis research received the American Sociological Associations Medical Sociology 
DissertationPrize. In 1988, he published the book Champions: The Making of Olympic Swimmers, which received 
theBook of the Year Prize from the U.S. Olympic Committee. In 1989, he received the American Sociology 
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both Fulbright and Rockefeller Foundation fellowships, he published his second book, Beyond Caring:Hospitals, 
Nurses, and the Social Organization of Ethics, in 1996; for that work, he was awarded the ASAsElliot Freidson Prize 
in Medical Sociology. In 2014, Harvard University Press published his book, How CollegeWorks, coauthored with his 
former student Christopher G. Takacs. His research and teaching interests includeorganizational analysis, higher 
education, social theory, and comparative research methods.Russell K. Schutt, PhD, is a professor and the chair of 
sociology at the University of Massachusetts, Boston, and a lecturer on sociology in the Department of Psychiatry at 
the Harvard Medical School (Massachusetts Mental Health Center). He completed his BA, MA, and PhD (1977) at the 
University of Illinois at Chicago and a postdoctoral fellowship in the Sociology of Social Control Training Program at 
Yale University (19771979). His other books include Investigating the Social World: The Process and Practice of 
Research, Fundamentals of Social Work Research (with Ray Engel), Making Sense of the Social World (with Dan 
Chambliss), and Research Methods in Psychology (with Paul G. Nestor)all with SAGE Publications, as well as 
Homelessness, Housing, and Mental Illness (Harvard University Press) and Social Neuroscience: Brain, Mind, and 
Society (coedited with Larry J. Seidman and Matcheri S. Keshavan, also Harvard University Press). Most of his peer-
reviewed journal articles and book chapters focus on the effect of social context on cognition, satisfaction, functioning, 
and recidivism; the orientations of service recipients and of service and criminal justice personnel; and the 
organization of health and social services. He is currently a coinvestigator for a randomized trial of peer support for 
homeless dually diagnosed veterans funded by the Veterans Administration. 


