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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good Book But Not Unless You're an Academic or ExpertBy 
Criminologist99I went through 3 years of emotional verbal abuse and I used this book in a Domestic Violence class in 
Grad School. It's a theory book (if you want an "explanation" of abuse per se, there's "Why Does He Do That?") and is 
highly informative; the Peer Support theory was something I had never heard of, but it made good sense, and although 
the whole thing is rather depressing, it does propose some relatively decent solutions to the issue of peer support and 
domestic violence. If you're a Criminologist, Sociologist, an expert in DV, or what not, I'd recommend this. If you're a 
survivor looking for some "real world" answers, this isn't something you'd want to pick up.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Great information for parentsBy RexThe information in this book was very helpful. I am a 
parent hoping to help my children intelligently navigate the dating, party, and college realms. This book covers topics 
from date rape to the influence of sports teams and the sea of freely available, ultra-violent online pornography. I 
highly recommend this book to parents of both sons and daughters from the ages of middle school through college.

In 1988, Walter S. DeKeseredy announced Male Peer Support (MPS) Theory, which popularized the notion that 
certain all-male peer groups encourage, justify, and support the abuse of women. In 1993, DeKeseredy and Martin D. 
Schwartz modified and expanded MPS Theory. Today, after twenty-five years of research, numerous studies from a 
diverse range of fields and practitioners support the original claim, providing a powerful explanation for the 
mechanism that underlies much of North Americas violence against women. This book provides a history of the 
theory, traces its development and uses over a quarter century, and offers an update on Internet-generated abuse.

The work of DeKeseredy and Schwartz covers ground from several decades regarding violence against women. The 
authors present historical context, follow the development of male-peer support theory, identify definitional battles in 
the field, and outline what we know about this topic. Going beyond most treatments of the topic, the authors offer 
progressive policies and personal actions derived from theory to stop violence against women. While all of these 
contributions are commenable, the books greatest contribution is making clear for the reader that the real source of the 
problem of violence against women is not the victims or their behaviors rather a key source is patriarchal male peer 
support. Callie Marie Rennison, Ph.DUniversity of Colorado Denver,School of Public Affairs 


