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Culture):

Sarah Robbins identifies and defines a new genre in American lettersthe domestic literacy narrativeand provides a
cultural history of its development throughout the nineteenth century.

"Robbins rewrites the literary history of nineteenth-century Americato show how the genre she calls domestic literacy
narrative helped shape individuals as well asthe nation.... | will never read Sedgwick, Stowe, Harper, or Addams the
same way again." - Anne Ruggles Gere, University of Michigan; "This elegant, accomplished book is amodel of what
can be gained when we recognize the relationships of such aspects of American culture as domesticity, educational
practices, missionary activity, and social work to American letters." - Sandra A. Zagarell, Longman Professor of
English, Oberlin College'From the Back Cover"Robbins rewrites the literary history of nineteenth-century Americato
show how the genre she calls domestic literacy narrative helped shape individuals as well asthe nation. . . . | will
never read Sedgwick, Stowe, Harper, or Addams the same way again."-Anne Ruggles Gere, University of Michigan
"Robbins not only identifies a significant genre of American literature but explains what it tells us about nineteenth-
century women's conceptions of the work they performed as educators. . . . Her elegant, accomplished book is a model
of what can be gained when we recognize the relationships of such aspects of American culture as domesticity,
educational practices, missionary activity, and socia work to American letters."-Sandra A. Zagarell, Oberlin
CollegeAbout the AuthorSarah Robbins, a professor of English at Kennesaw State University in Georgia, isthe
coeditor of Classroom Literacy as Public Work and Writing Our Communities.



