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Presents a comprehensive account of sickle cell disease (SCD) and its affect on low-income families. This book 
examines how low-income African American mothers with children suffering from this hereditary, incurable, and 
chronically painful disease, react to the diagnosis and manage their family's health care.

"This comprehensive, clear, and concise study of sickle cell disease (SCD), void of jargon, can be easily understood by 
laypersons without detriment to its scholarly integrity. In it Hill examines the biological and social dimensions of the 
disease, with most of the emphasis on the latter.... Additionally, the historical and contemporary analysis presented 
provides further insight into other sociocultural factors that may be included in the construction of the women's social 
reality."-Contemporary Sociology "Shirley Hill has written a fine and important book about the world of families with 
sickle cell disease (SCD). The excellent interview data presents a rich load of clear and interesting information about 
managing SCD in particular and about black families and illness in general."-Peter Conrad, Brandeis UniversityFrom 
the PublisherA comprehensive account of SCD and its affect on low-income familiesFrom the Inside Flap"Shirley Hill 
has written a fine and important book about the world of families with sickle cell disease (SCD). The excellent 
interview data presents a rich load of clear and interesting information about managing SCD in particular and about 
black families and illness in general." Peter Conrad, Brandeis University 


