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From Brand: ABC-CLIO : Martial Arts of the World [2 volumes]: An Encyclopedia of History and Innovation 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Martial Arts of the 
World [2 volumes]: An Encyclopedia of History and Innovation: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A world class perspective on the world of martial artsBy BernieThis 
is a fantastic resource. It goes well beyond the typical my style vs your style in many similar texts. It provides well 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1598842439


researched and thorough analysis on a range of martial arts, without resorting to stylistic bias. A good addition to the 
serious martial artist's collection.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. the first volume too briefly 
describes the basic martial arts ...By Oleg Zakharovthe first volume too briefly describes the basic martial arts. The 
second volume contains a lot of interesting information which have never been met.

This book is the most comprehensive and authoritative reference ever published on the wide range of martial arts 
disciplines practiced in cultures around the world. Includes the scholarship of 67 expert, international contributors 
Presents 30 images of martial arts in practice Offers bibliographic lists at the end of each section pointing to further 
reading in print and online Includes a comprehensive index in each volume

From BooklistContaining more than 120 entries, Martial Arts of the World aims to be the most comprehensive work 
on the subject of martial arts. Editors Green, a professor of anthropology, and Svinth, editor of several martial arts and 
sciences journals, have done a noteworthy job in reaching that goal. Volume 1 is arranged by geographic region and 
each section has entries for the individual arts of the region in question. Volume 2 has entries for themes, arranged 
under categories such as Belief Systems, Globalization of Martial Arts, and Martial Media. In both volumes are found 
articles covering combat disciplines from all over time and the world. Topics are as varied as Zulu stick fighting, 
Ottoman oiled wrestling, Fighting arts of the Renaissance, Television and the martial arts, and Police defensive tactics 
training in the United States. Articles range from two to several pages and are followed by often lengthy references. 
With the growing popularity of mixed martial arts fighting and the continuing presence of martial arts in Hollywood, 
this title could fill a gap in many library collections. Many lay readers will be put off by the dense academic tone of 
the articles. Scholars, on the other hand, will find plenty here to fit their needs and spur further research. --Asia Gross 
"Martial Arts of the World is, hands down, one of the most thoroughly researched reference books ever published in 
this genre. . . . It should grace the bookshelves of veteran black belts and serious martial arts researchers and 
practitioners." - MA Success"Containing more than 120 entries, Martial Arts of the World aims to be the most 
comprehensive work on the subject of martial arts. Editors Green, a professor of anthropology, and Svinth, editor of 
several martial arts and sciences journals, have done a noteworthy job in reaching that goal. . . . With the growing 
popularity of mixed martial arts fighting and the continuing presence of martial arts in Hollywood, this title could fill a 
gap in many library collections. . . . Scholars will find plenty here to fit their needs and spur further research." - 
Booklist Online"Recommended. Lower-level undergraduates and above; general readers." - Choice"The encyclopedia 
offers notably in-depth coverage of areas that have often been neglected in similar works, including martial arts of 
European, African, South American and Oceanean origins." - The Bartitsu SocietyAbout the AuthorThomas A. Green 
is associate professor of anthropology at Texas AM University, College Station, TX.Joseph R. Svinth is an editor for 
the Electronic Journals of Martial Arts and Sciences (http://ejmas.com). 


