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From Duke University Press Books : Materiality (Politics, History, and Culture)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Materiality (Politics, History, and Culture): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Breadth, Substance, and Varied ContributionsBy Tracy 
BrowerAnother excellent product from Daniel Miller with terrific insights on his concept of the 'humility of things' 
and so much more. This book's strength is its breadth and varied contributions. In addition to the substance and quality 
of the material, it means a lot to me, as the reader, that Miller has brought along his PhD students and created a 
platform for their scholarship as well as his own.Dr. Tracy Brower, Author, Bring Work to Life by Bringing Life to 
Work: A Guide for Leaders and Organizations1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Deeply thought-
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provoking and educationalBy Reid WegnerExcellent breadth of inquiry into the subject of its title. The introduction is 
a thorough and helpful container, and the subsequent pieces are independent but build well from one to the next. It is a 
very linear and coherent collection, and although it is academic I found it perfectly accessible as a general reader. Each 
contribution discusses its subject in the context of larger ideas while keeping its immediate argument self-contained. 
Deeply thought-provoking and educational.

Throughout history and across social and cultural contexts, most systems of beliefwhether religious or secularhave 
ascribed wisdom to those who see reality as that which transcends the merely material. Yet, as the studies collected 
here show, the immaterial is not easily separated from the material. Humans are defined, to an extraordinary degree, 
by their expressions of immaterial ideals through material forms. The essays in Materiality explore varied 
manifestations of materiality from ancient times to the present. In assessing the fundamental role of materiality in 
shaping humanity, they signal the need to decenter the social within social anthropology in order to make room for the 
material.Considering topics as diverse as theology, technology, finance, and art, the contributorsmost of whom are 
anthropologistsexamine the many different ways in which materiality has been understood and the consequences of 
these differences. Their case studies show that the latest forms of financial trading instruments can be compared with 
the oldest ideals of ancient Egypt, that the promise of software can be compared with an age-old desire for an 
unmediated relationship to divinity. Whether focusing on the theology of Islamic banking, Australian Aboriginal art, 
derivatives trading in Japan, or textiles that respond directly to their environment, each essay adds depth and nuance to 
the project that Materiality advances: a profound acknowledgment and rethinking of one of the basic properties of 
being human.Contributors. Matthew Engelke, Webb Keane, Susanne Kchler, Bill Maurer, Lynn Meskell, Daniel 
Miller, Hirokazu Miyazaki, Fred Myers, Christopher Pinney, Michael Rowlands, Nigel Thrift

A milestone collection. Of all of the recent works on material culture available, this is the one that exposes the 
complete range of perspectives and theoretical strategies that the most noted scholars are trying out and the 
interdisciplinary connections and alliances that are shaping the field.George Marcus, Rice University 


