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De Alexis Tocqueville : Memoir on Pauperism  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Memoir on Pauperism: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This small book brings to light several legitimate concerns about 
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...By VMKThis small book brings to light several legitimate concerns about "forced charity" and the effects it has on 
both donor and receiver. Do we lose culpability, dignity and even compassion in the process of a government dictated 
charity?0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I really love De TocquevilleBy RokidtooI really love De 
Tocqueville. Although this piece was written in the early 19th century, it deals with the same issues of poverty and 
income distribution that we're struggling with today.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. If our crooked 
politicians read and followed this book, we would all have a better life.By Dr. DonShort, very Great book. Ted Cruz 
and Carly have read this book!

Immediately after completing the first volume of Democracy in America, Alexis de Tocqueville wrote his Memoir on 
Pauperism. It was inspired by a visit to England two years earlier and was surely in his mind while he was writing 
Democracy. In the "Memoir," Tocqueville seeks to understand why the most impoverished countries of Europe in his 
time have the fewest paupers, while the most opulent country, England, has the most. He finds that Englands public 
charitypossible because of its successful economyhas produced a pauper class: the unforeseen and unfortunate 
consequences of good intentions. By removing the necessity for work, public charity breeds other miseries. Here in 
book form for the first time, Tocquevilles "Memoir" still resonates in our postindustrial society. As Gertrude 
Himmelfarb notes in her introduction, "We can see the shadow of our chronically dependent 'underclass in 
Tocquevilles description of the pauper class. We can also, today more than ever, appreciate Tocquevilles criticism of 
public charity as a legal rightan 'entitlement, as we now say." This cogent Memoir on Pauperism is a notable 
contribution to the idea of civil society.

What are we to make of poverty in the age of democracy? Tocqueville answering that question with resounding force. 
(Joshua Mitchell Harvard Divinity Bulletin )His genius shines through in Memoir on Pauperism...fascinating and an 
informative read. ( Of Higher Education )Language NotesText: English (translation) Original Language: FrenchAbout 
the AuthorAlexis de Tocquevilles most famous work is Democracy in America. Gertrude Himmelfarbs most recent 
book is The De-Moralization of America. 


