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As the body politics of life writing in the United States change, illness and disability memoirs receive considerable 
attention. Although these narratives are framed by a lack of health, they abundantly present health and do so beyond 
its binary relationship to the pathological. This book departs from previous scholarship by bringing into focus the 
writers' representations of cure, recovery, and healing as well as their reluctance to bring closure to their narratives and 
align their stories with traditional notions of health. These memoirs thus partake in the construction of alternative 
narratives of illness and disability.
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