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Ollivier Dyens : Metal and Flesh: The Evolution of Man: Technology Takes Over (Leonardo Books)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Metal and Flesh: The 
Evolution of Man: Technology Takes Over (Leonardo Books): 

8 of 14 people found the following review helpful. When the over-educated write about Transhumanism....By M. A. 
PlusA "cyborg," for those of you who don't know, is defined by Webster's Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary as "a 
human being who is linked ... to one or more mechanical devices upon which some of his vital physiological functions 
depend."On pages 82-83 of the book under review, Dyens writes that:"The cyborg is nothing but a fusion between 
biology and culture, and, as such, it marks the end of living beings as defined by our current conceptions. The cyborg 
is a semantic transformation of the body; it is a living being whose identity, history, and presence are formulated by 
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technology and defined by culture. It is a body free of dualities, guilt, sexual repression, and frustration.... [T]he 
cyborg is a sexless living being, man, woman, and machine all at once. The cyborg is the obliteration of the 
biological."Consider that in recent months Vice President Dick Cheney had a defibrillator implanted into his chest to 
help along his damaged heart, and talkshow host Rush Limbaugh has gotten a cochlear implant to try to correct his 
hearing loss. Do their workaday borg implants mean that their bodies are now "free of dualities, guilt, sexual 
repression, and frustration"? Have they experienced "the obliteration of the biological"?Of course not. What 
foolishness. Only an over-educated literary intellectual could have written nonsense like this. Not that long ago, 
humanist brainiacs like Dyens were writing similar things about test-tube babies. Then such babies came along, 
healthy, cute and cooing, and all talk about their dehumanized status has disappeared. Today the prospect of cloned 
human babies generates similar over-heated rhetoric, which will sound silly when a real human clone comes along and 
seems perfectly normal.Dyens doesn't fall into the "repugnantist" camp headed by Leon Kass, however. He writes 
sympathetically about where the convergence of computing, communications, biotechnology and the whole 
information paradigm seems to be taking us. He understands that something very important is happening to the a 
"human condition" once thought to be essentially inalterable. Only his bookish relationship to these ideas blinds him to 
the realities of the people who are trying to instantiate them into their lives, not to make some arcane philosophical 
point, necessarily, but rather to try to survive. Perhaps he should get out of academia once in awhile and go meet some 
cryonicists and immortalists, who are quite ordinary people seeking physically possible futuristic technologies to save 
their lives.

For more than 3,000 years, humans have explored uncharted geographic and spiritual realms. Present-day explorers 
face new territories born from the coupling of living tissue and metal, strange lifeforms that are intelligent but 
unconscious, neither completely alive nor dead. Our bodies are now made of machines, images, and information. We 
are becoming cultural bodies in a world inhabited by cyborgs, clones, genetically modified animals, and innumerable 
species of human/information symbionts.Ollivier Dyens's Metal and Flesh is about two closely related phenomena: the 
technologically induced transformation of our perceptions of the world and the emergence of a cultural biology. 
Culture, according to Dyens, is taking control of the biosphere. Focusing on the twentieth century -- which will be 
remembered as the century in which the living body was blurred, molded, and transformed by technology and 
culture -- Dyens ruminates on the undeniable and irreversible human/machine entanglement that is changing the very 
nature of our lives.

.com "Are we not men," bark the creatures residing in H.G. Wells's fantasy island, and cultural critic Ollivier Dyens 
looks into the issue in his book Metal and Flesh. Arguing that culture has redefined and even supplanted biology, he 
wants us to see and perhaps guide the changes we're wreaking on our bodies and the world. Incorporating literary 
analysis and deft sociological synopsis, Dyens shows the reader how we have embraced technology so thoroughly that 
we are practically helpless without it. But ultimately, he says, our nature is still cultural, and he is surprisingly 
optimistic (if wary) about our lives, even if he's informed by the cyberpunk canon, Kafka, and 1984. As he says near 
the book's close: "We are not becoming cyborgs but sketches, pictures, writings, songs, and dances. Within us, all 
phenomena intermingle." Postmodern or Zen--Dyens leaves the reader with a warm, but restless, inner glow. --Rob 
Lightner We techno-organic beings born from the re-mix of pixels and particles growing on a substrate of global 
connective tissue will find that Ollivier Dyens's illuminating engaging and insightful book takes us to the furthest edge 
of the post-biological culture. His is a non-linear vision of emergent mind and transformative body. Total immersion is 
recommended! (Roy Ascott, Founding Director CAiiA-STAR (Centre for Advanced Inquiry in the Interactive Arts) 
University of Wales and Science Technology and Art Research Centre University of Plymouth)...a very important 
contribution to the growing field of body-studies and to media culture, at large. (Marisa S. Olson AI)Dyens's 
discussion of the most momentous issues we face is creative, sophisticated, and also -- shockingly enough -- clear and 
sensible. An important contribution to our understanding of who we are and what we are becoming. (Crispin Sartwell, 
Chair of Humanities and Sciences, Maryland Institute College of Art)We techno-organic beings, born from the re-mix 
of pixels and particles, growing on a substrate of global connective tissue, will find that Ollivier Dyens's illuminating, 
engaging, and insightful book takes us to the furthest edge of the post-biological culture. His is a non-linear vision of 
emergent mind and transformative body. Total immersion is recommended! (Roy Ascott, Founding Director, CAiiA-
STAR (Centre for Advanced Inquiry in the Interactive Arts), University of Wales, and Science Technology and Art 
Research Centre, University of Plymouth) Metal and Flesh shows that Ollivier Dyens is one of the best contemporary 
thinkers of our breathtaking techno-cultural evolution. (Pierre Lvy,, Professor of Cyberculture, University of Quebec a 
Trois Rivieres, and author of Collective Intelligence and Becoming Virtual)About the AuthorOllivier Dyens is 
Assistant Professor of French at Concordia University in Montreal.Ollivier Dyens is Assistant Professor of French at 
Concordia University in Montreal. 


