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From SAGE Publications Ltd : Methods of Sustainability Research in the Social Sciences before purchasing it in
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Methods of Sustainability Research in the
Socia Sciences:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Alejandra Barahona C.Loved it!! It will make our
research methods class way more applicable for our students!!!

Sustainability is akey word in the environmental vocabulary informing how research projectsin the social sciences
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are framed. This book provides a systematic and critical review of the key research methods used when studying
sustainabl e strategies and outcomes. It is divided into four areas. o Part I: examines the key challenges inherent to
socia scientific sustainability research, examining the issuesinvolved in combining social and natural/physical
research methods. o Part I1: covers methodologies aimed at the investigation of attitudes and behaviour observable at
thelocal level - from families and households to individua organizations within communities o Part |11: looks at
sustainability research at the regional and national level - from the link between citizens and local communities to
supra-national and global organisations o Part 1V: covers recent developmentsin social scientific sustainability
research which are both multi-scalar and interdisciplinary Bringing together contributions from international social
scientists, the book will be suitable for academic and non-academic audiences in sustainability research and will be a
core teaching text for undergraduate and postgraduates on courses in sustainability and sustainable devel opment,
geography and the environmental sciences.

"Methods of Sustainability Research "fills alarge gap in the literature of sustainability and green issues from a social
science perspective. While thereis alot of work on what un/sustainability is... what we have less of is the varieties of
methodol ogical approaches to researching un/sustainability... An important book demonstrating the further maturation
of the social science study of un/sustainability.Dr John BarryQueens University Belfast, author of "The Poalitics of
Actually Existing Unsustainability" Th[is] book has a good collection of different researches and methodol ogies that
present awide variety of the sustainability field as well as various open questions presenting issues for further
research. Since the book brings together studies from different disciplines it enables presenting the complexity of
society-nature interaction and demonstrates the needs and the benefits of interdisciplinary approach in sustainability
research. These qualities make this book useful for both social science researchers aswell as students.--Zeev Stossel,
Ben-Gurion University of the NegevMethods of Sustainability Research fills alarge gap in the literature of
sustainability and green issues from a social science perspective. Whilethereisalot of work on what un/sustainability
is... what we have less of isthe varieties of methodological approaches to researching un/sustainability... An important
book demonstrating the further maturation of the social science study of un/sustainability.Dr John BarryQueens
University Belfast, author of The Politics of Actually Existing UnsustainabilityFahy and Rau's collection provides
useful perspectives on how 'sustainability’ as aterm can be opened up conceptually and methodologically. The essays
will prove attractive to researchers pursuing interdisciplinary questions on how societal development can be reconciled
with the consumption of resources in different regional and economic contexts. --Dr. William Jenkins, Y ork
University, CanadaThis international and interdisciplinary collection exploring the concepts and methods of social
science research into sustainability will be valuable for students, researchers and community activists wishing to
research the need for or impact of environmental policies. Throughout, the focus is upon helping individual
researchers to think critically about 'sustainability’, ask salient questions and produce robust conclusions. --Dr. Karen
E. Till, NUI MaynoothAn original and significant contribution to contemporary discussions surrounding the question
of methodological approaches to researching and thinking about sustainability and 'green’ issues internationally. The
excellent selection of chapters and case studies offered gives the reader arange of approaches and tools that can be
developed within other contexts, as well asidentifying critical faultlinesin the field and offering suggestions for future
research. --Dr. Nessa Cronin, NUI GalwayThis book offers two critical points of discussion that are relevant to all
those interested in 'sustainability' as a nexus between human society and environmental resources, including
researchers, teachers and students, as well as policy makers. It takes on a bold step towards that dual aim, one that
merits further discussion and exploration in the research community, but also in classrooms and in the public realm. --
Marlyne SahakianSustainable development, or sustainability, is one of the defining issues of our time. However
relatively little has been written about different approaches about how to systematically research thisissue. This
innovative and important book fills that gap and will be widely read and used by both academics and practitioners
alike.--Dr. Padraig Carmody, Trinity College DublinMethods of Sustainability Research in the Social Sciencesisnot a
"How To" book with tips made for debutants or graduate students in search for a textbook to start their masters; it is
rather for doctoral students and academics who feel they need interdisciplinary or even transdisciplinary methods for
the understanding of environmental issues. Thisisthe main strength of this volume which does not concentrate on
results or conclusions as such but rather on the studying and comparison of fresh methodol ogies related to
sustainability. --Y ves Laberge, Associate fellow at the Groupe de recherche EA 1796, ACE, at the Universite de
Rennes 2, France Methods of Sustainability Research fills alarge gap in the literature of sustainability and green
issues from a social science perspective. While thereisalot of work on what un/sustainability is... what we have less
of isthe varieties of methodological approaches to researching un/sustainability... An important book demonstrating
the further maturation of the social science study of un/sustainability.Dr John BarryQueens University Belfast, author
of The Palitics of Actually Existing UnsustainabilitySustai nable development, or sustainability, is one of the defining
issues of our time. However relatively little has been written about different approaches about how to systematically
research thisissue. Thisinnovative and important book fills that gap and will be widely read and used by both
academics and practitioners alike. (Dr. Pdraig Carmody, Trinity College Dublin)Fahy and Raus collection provides



useful perspectives on how sustainability as aterm can be opened up conceptually and methodologically. The essays
will prove attractive to researchers pursuing interdisciplinary questions on how societal development can be reconciled
with the consumption of resourcesin different regional and economic contexts. (Dr. William Jenkins, Y ork University,
Canada)Thisinternational and interdisciplinary collection exploring the concepts and methods of social science
research into sustainability will be valuable for students, researchers and community activists wishing to research the
need for or impact of environmental policies. Throughout, the focusis upon helping individual researchers to think
critically about sustainability, ask salient questions and produce robust conclusions. (Dr. Karen E. Till, NUI
Maynooth)An original and significant contribution to contemporary discussions surrounding the question of

methodol ogical approaches to researching and thinking about sustainability and green issues internationally. The
excellent selection of chapters and case studies offered gives the reader arange of approaches and tools that can be
developed within other contexts, as well as identifying critical faultlinesin the field and offering suggestions for future
research. (Dr. Nessa Cronin, NUI Galway)This book offers two critical points of discussion that are relevant to all
those interested in sustainability as a nexus between human society and environmental resources, including
researchers, teachers and students, as well as policy makers. It takes on a bold step towards that dual aim, one that
merits further discussion and exploration in the research community, but also in classrooms and in the public realm.
(Marlyne Sahakian)Methods of Sustainability Research in the Social Sciencesisnot a"How To" book with tips made
for debutants or graduate students in search for atextbook to start their masters; it is rather for doctoral students and
academics who feel they need interdisciplinary or even transdisciplinary methods for the understanding of
environmental issues. Thisis the main strength of this volume which does not concentrate on results or conclusions as
such but rather on the studying and comparison of fresh methodologies related to sustainability. (Y ves Laberge,
Associate fellow at the Groupe de recherche EA 1796, ACE, at the Universit de Rennes 2, France) Th[is] book has a
good collection of different researches and methodol ogies that present awide variety of the sustainability field as well
as various open questions presenting issues for further research. Since the book brings together studies from different
disciplines it enables presenting the complexity of society-nature interaction and demonstrates the needs and the
benefits of interdisciplinary approach in sustainability research. These qualities make this book useful for both social
science researchers as well as students. (Zeev Stossel, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev)About the AuthorDr
Frances Fahy isthe Head of Geography and Senior Lecturer in National University of Ireland, Galway. Dr
Fahyspecialises in sustainable consumption, environmental governance and planning at al scales. She has published
widely and led a number of research projects exploring sustainable consumption, environmental governance,
innovative methods for public participation in planning and the development of collaborative planning tools
includingcommunity derived indicators and community mapping. Her publications include two edited volumes
Methods of Sustainability Research in the Social Sciences(with Prof Henrike Rau, Sage, 2013) andChallenging
Consumption(with Prof Anna Davies and Prof Henrike Rau, Routledge, 2014) and peer reviewed articles inGlobal
Environmental Change, Area, Nature and Culture,andJournal of Consumer Policy. Francesis thePast President of the
Geographical Saciety of Ireland (2012-2014). Sheisapast Chair of the Planning and Environment Research Group
(PERG) of the Royal Geographica Society (2007-2012). Frances was the recipient of the 2013-14 Fulbright Scholar
Award and during her research leave in the US she exploredthe experiences of academics involved in policy-relevant
research in the field of sustainability.Dr Henrike Rau is alecturer in Political Science and Sociology at the National
University of Ireland, Galway.



