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Glenn A. Martnez : Mexican Americans and Language: Del dicho al hecho (The Mexican American
Experience) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mexican
Americans and Language: Del dicho a hecho (The Mexican American Experience):

3 of 6 people found the following review helpful. straightworward, elegant, excellent introductionBy Antoniol've only
read the first two chapters but it seems like Martinez does an excellent job introducing critical theory into linguistic
analysis. Very appropriate for undergrads as well as grad students with little or no background in linguistics or
anthropological linguistics. The case study and the theory complement each other quite elegantly.

When political activistsrallied for the abolition of bilingual education and even called for the declaration of English as
an official language, Mexican Americans and other immigrant groups saw this as an assault on their heritage and civil
rights. Because language is such a defining characteristic of Mexican American ethnicity, nearly every policy issue
that touches their livesinvolves language in one way or another.This book offers an overview of some of the central
issues in the Mexican American language experience, describing it in terms of both bilingualism and minority status. It
isthe first book to focus on the historical, social, political, and structural aspects of multiple languages in the Mexican
American experience and to address the principles and methods of applied sociolinguistic research in the Mexican
American community.Spanish and non-Spanish speakers in the Mexican American community share acommon set of
socia and ethnic bonds. They also share acommon experience of bilingualism. As Martnez observes, the ideas that
have been constructed around bilingualism are as important to understanding the Mexican American language
experience as bilingualism itself.Mexican Americans and Language gives students the background they need to
respond to the multiple socia problems that can result from the language differences that exist in the Mexican
American community. By showing students how to go from word to deed (del dicho al hecho), it reinforces the
importance of language for their community, and for their own lives and futures.

From the Inside FlapWhen political activistsrallied for the abolition of bilingual education and even called for the
declaration of English as an official language, Mexican Americans and other immigrant groups saw this as an assault
on their heritage and civil rights. Because language is such a defining characteristic of Mexican American ethnicity,
nearly every policy issue that touches their lives involves language in one way or another. This book offers an
overview of some of the central issuesin the Mexican American language experience, describing it in terms of both
bilingualism and minority status. It isthe first book to focus on the historical, social, political, and structural aspects of
multiple languages in the Mexican American experience and to address the principles and methods of applied
sociolinguistic research in the Mexican American community. Spanish and non-Spanish speakers in the Mexican
American community share acommon set of socia and ethnic bonds. They also share acommon experience of
bilingualism. As MartA-nez observes, the ideas that have been constructed around bilingualism are as important to
understanding the Mexican American language experience as bilingualism itself. Mexican Americans and Language
gives students the background they need to respond to the multiple social problems that can result from the language
differences that exist in the Mexican American community. By showing students how to go from word to deed (del
dicho a hecho), it reinforces the importance of language for their community, and for their own lives and
futures.About the AuthorGlenn A. Martnez is an associate professor of Spanish and linguistics at the University of
TexasPan American in Edinburg, Texas.



