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Gavin Schmitt : Milwaukee Mafia (Images of America)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Milwaukee Mafia (Images of America): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Boring crimeBy medfairDespite promising subject matter, the book 
was a real disappointment. Most of it consists of photos of people or places and very short notes describing the photo. 
From this extremely laconic content, it is clear that Milwaukee's criminal history was at least fascinating. The author, 
however, is no Mario Puzzo, and the bloody yet colorful characters do not come alive on these few indifferent pages. 
It might serve a future student of Wisconsin organized crime as a nice list of names and places. The author, a former 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0738594431


police officer, is too fond of using terms like "hoodlum". They do sound dated.4 of 4 people found the following 
review helpful. A Milwaukee Sicilian.By VKSAs Sicilians from Milwaukee during some of the time described in this 
book, my family is uniquely aware of the accuracy. Several of us have purchased this book. It was a relatively small 
community, whether or not one was affiliated with Mafia members. They were known to everyone.5 of 5 people found 
the following review helpful. Super stories pictures of Milwaukee's Mafia!!By harriet105My husband lived in the Old 
Third Ward when he was a child - there are pictures in this book that take him back to those wonderful days. He even 
saw a place where he worked as a teenager. Plus, growing up into Law Enforcement, the pictures and names brought 
cases back and more stories! He absolutely loves the book.

Milwaukee is best known for its beerand rightfully so. But in the days of Prohibition, the big alcohol suppliers were 
not Miller, Blatz, Schlitz, and Pabst. The Mafia had control, and it made its money by running alcohol as far away as 
Canada and Indiana, as well as with counterfeiting, the numbers racket, and two of the biggest heists in American 
history. From then on, the sky was the limit, as the Mafia indulged in extortion, protection rackets, and skimming from 
Las Vegas casinos. The Cream City had its crooked lawyers, corrupt cops, and even a mayor on the take. There was 
the blood of those who dared to stand in the syndicates way, who were found dead in ditches or as victims of car 
bombs. The members of the Mafia included doctors, real estate men, restaurateurs, tavern owners, funeral directors, 
union presidents, and the most famous Milwaukee gangster of all, Frank Balistrieri. While now considered extinct, the 
Milwaukee Family was once a dominant force in the Midwest.

About the AuthorAuthor Gavin Schmitt has combined his own photographs with those from various historical 
societies, libraries, archives, and the personal collections of relatives, police officers, and federal agents. Most of the 
images contained in this book have never before been made public. 


