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Ayala Fader : Mitzvah Girls: Bringing Up the Next Generation of Hasidic Jews in Brooklyn  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mitzvah Girls: Bringing Up the Next 
Generation of Hasidic Jews in Brooklyn: 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0691139172


Mitzvah Girls is the first book about bringing up Hasidic Jewish girls in North America, providing an in-depth look 
into a closed community. Ayala Fader examines language, gender, and the body from infancy to adulthood, showing 
how Hasidic girls in Brooklyn become women responsible for rearing the next generation of nonliberal Jewish 
believers. To uncover how girls learn the practices of Hasidic Judaism, Fader looks beyond the synagogue to everyday 
talk in the context of homes, classrooms, and city streets. Hasidic women complicate stereotypes of nonliberal 
religious women by collapsing distinctions between the religious and the secular. In this innovative book, Fader 
demonstrates that contemporary Hasidic femininity requires women and girls to engage with the secular world around 
them, protecting Hasidic men and boys who study the Torah. Even as Hasidic religious observance has become more 
stringent, Hasidic girls have unexpectedly become more fluent in secular modernity. They are fluent Yiddish speakers 
but switch to English as they grow older; they are increasingly modest but also fashionable; they read fiction and play 
games like those of mainstream American children but theirs have Orthodox Jewish messages; and they attend private 
Hasidic schools that freely adapt from North American public and parochial models. Investigating how Hasidic 
women and girls conceptualize the religious, the secular, and the modern, Mitzvah Girls offers exciting new insights 
into cultural production and change in nonliberal religious communities.


