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From imusti : Researching Social Life  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Researching Social Life: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Just a textbookBy dt405gtSeemless transaction. It's a textbook, so I 
wouldn't suggest for entertainment, but it is what it is. Did receive on time without any problems2 of 3 people found 
the following review helpful. Great for advanced undergraduatesBy Sarah SchwartzThis text is engaging and 
comprehensive, covering both qualitative and quantitative methods, with many examples of actual research from a 
variety of fields. It is easy and enjoyable to read, and I hope to be able to use it in the future for teaching research 
methods to honors-level undergraduates or graduate students.I considered using this book for my first semester 
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teaching an introductory course in research methods for undergraduates. My colleagues who have taught this course 
previously told me not to overestimate the level at which the course should be taught, and to err on the side of caution 
as far as choosing the level of the course. After reading this text, I realized that it would be great for a more advanced 
course, but I decided not to adopt the text for this very very introductory course. I would not hesitate to use this book 
for honors-level or advanced undergraduates or graduate students. I thought it might be a risk to suggest this book for 
a very very basic class.

Paul Stoneman and Nigel Gilbert breathe new energy into this classic bestselling textbook providing clear, relevant 
advice and extensive coverage of all the research methods you need to understand todays society. Packed full of 
examples from across the social sciences, Researching Social Life sets out all of the challenges and opportunities of 
interpreting and conducting research with qualitative, quantitative and mixed methods. The book follows the 
chronology of a typical research project, from initial conception through to the collection, management and analysis of 
data; it also includes material on how best to write up and disseminate your research. This pragmatic approach mirrors 
the reality of conducting research and allows the handpicked, internationally renowned contributors to embed real case 
studies from their own research in each chapter. The student-oriented pedagogy is carefully woven throughout the 
book and further supported by a cutting-edge website. Key tools include: In-depth worked examples Case studies 
Discussion questions Checklists Annotated further reading Practical top tips for doing research. With unparalleled 
breadth and depth this trusted and respected textbook is an essential guide for anyone engaging with social research.

'Researching Social Life remains the classic, essential guide to social research methods with updated and innovative 
chapters brought together by a superb team of editors and contributors'. Lisa Dikomitis, Department of Social 
Sciences, University of Hull, UK.'This is an excellent and easily accessible compendium of essential research 
techniques in the social sciences. It is a comprehensive introduction to the field of qualitative social research and a 
faithful companion during the first steps into empirical research'. Tino Mietz, Faculty of Humanities, Eberhard Karls 
Universitat Tubingen, Germany.'Unlike other method texts, this one tells students in clear, readable language how to 
conduct research in the real world. Students will appreciate the global perspective and the intuitive organization of the 
book'. Leeda Copley, Department of Sociology, Gerontology and Substance Abuse Studies, University of Central 
Oklahoma, US. --Leeda Copley Researching Social Life remains the classic, essential guide to social research methods 
with updated and innovative chapters brought together by a superb team of editors and contributors.Lisa Dikomitis, 
Department of Social Sciences, University of Hull, UK. (Lisa Dikomitis)This is an excellent and easily accessible 
compendium of essential research techniques in the social sciences. It is a comprehensive introduction to the field of 
qualitative social research and a faithful companion during the first steps into empirical research. Tino Mietz, Faculty 
of Humanities, Eberhard Karls Universitat Tubingen, Germany. (Tino Mietz)Unlike other method texts, this one tells 
students in clear, readable language how to conduct research in the real world. Students will appreciate the global 
perspective and the intuitive organization of the book. Leeda Copley, Department of Sociology, Gerontology and 
Substance Abuse Studies, University of Central Oklahoma, US. (Leeda Copley)About the AuthorNigel Gilbert read 
for a first degree in Engineering, intending to go into the computer industry. However, he was lured into sociology and 
obtained his doctorate on the sociology of scientific knowledge from the University of Cambridge, under the 
supervision of Michael Mulkay. His research and teaching interests have reflected his continuing interest in both 
sociology and computer science (and engineering more widely). His main research interests are processual theories of 
social phenomena, the development of computational sociology and the methodology of computer simulation, 
especially agent-based modelling. He is Director of the Centre for Research in Social Simulation. He is also Director 
of the Universitys Institute of Advanced Studies and responsible for its development as a leading centre for intellectual 
interchange. He is the author or editor of several textbooks on sociological methods of research and statistics and 
editor of the Journal of Artificial Societies and Social Simulation. 


